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INHFA Greenway policy  
The INHFA recognises the Important contribution that tourism makes to rural Ireland. In 

delivering the Tourism Infrastructure it is vital that local communities are part of and not 

alienated on projects that are benefitting the wider tourism industry. We acknowledge that 

such projects can impact on farms through fragmentation and the possibility of fires in dry 

weather, and impact on environmental aspects of habitat and biodiversity. The integrity of 

farm and land holdings must be core to the design process. 

 

Where the Greenway routes are on private (as opposed to state) land, the farmer must be 

included as an equal partner in the conception, setting up and management of the 

Greenway. It is critical Greenway projects allow the farmer to benefit along with the local 

economy. Having a vested interest allows the farmer to see the Greenway as an important 

part of the farm survival strategy. All those points are critically important when Greenways 

are been considered along with the following ones also. 

 

 Permissive access is the preferred method of agreement with land owners or 

alternatively a lease agreement. It is also preferred that ownership of the land 

remains with the farmer rather than being purchased by County Council or other 

state body.With this latter approach, farmers are ‘bought out’ of being a partner 

in the venture; there are no livelihood opportunities which is guaranteed to 

cause a loss of goodwill. The County Council’s need to control or ‘own’ the 

project shows a lack of trust and a lack of vision. There is a lack of vision thinking 

farmers and local communities cannot create something bigger than their own 

individual interests; and there is a lack of trust in allowing them to take 

responsibility to do so.Sale of land to the County Council is thus also not a 

preferred option. Compulsory purchase must not be used under any 

circumstances for what is social infrastructure.  

 

 The policy and projects must be farmer-led (from the ground up) and officials 

(DAFM, Teagasc, County Councils) must engage with farmers. All stakeholders at 

the partnership table need to keep an open mind and be committed to working it 

out together. Where farmers retain ownership of the land, disputes are brought 

to the table speedily, as it is a priority to always keep the Greenway open. 
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 Consultation with land owners and farmers should begin when the project is 

conceived not when a budget has been granted/ allocated, and certainly not 

when the route and maps have already been finalised. A protocol needs to be 

developed when a Greenway is proposed that notifies and brings all stakeholders 

(farmers, local governance and where necessary funding bodies) to the table. 

This protocol needs to set out the rights and entitlements of all stakeholders. 

 

 Environmental and wildlife concerns and assessments of environmentally 

sensitive areas including SAC’s should be carried out on all routes before 

preferred routes are selected. 

 

 Routes through SAC lands should be avoided at all costs where alternative routes 

are available. 

 

 Consultation should be in the form of information meetings initially with all stake 

holders and must include a question and answer session to clarify all issues 

around the proposal. The current trend of information drop-in-days is neither 

locally-led community participation nor community consultation. 

 

 Compensation (in the event of sale) / Payment for access (in the preferred 

instance of permissive access or lease) must include potential income forgone 

from use of the land, DAFM payments and payments for environmental schemes 

and should be index linked.   

 

 Land owners need to be indemnified against all claims relating to activity around 

a Greenway.  

 

 There needs to be agreement on maintenance of the greenway in perpetuity and 

dedicated funding needs to be ringfenced for this purpose. The Rural Social 

Scheme can provide labour for maintenance from the pool of local farmers. 

 

 There needs to be agreement that ownership reverts to the land owner in the 

event of closure of the greenway.  

 

 Greenways should not be replacements for critical infrastructure and as an 

excuse not to improve our road structure. 
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 Where a property is split by a Greenway, the land owner shall have the right of 

way. 

 

 No dogs are permitted on any Greenway. 

 

 The Greenways can only be used during daylight hours only and users are not 

permitted to BBQ or set down fires. 

 
Vincent Roddy 
INHFA National President 
The Square, 
Tubbercurry, 
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