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We represent farmers on hill
designated and environmentally
. valuable land

Welcome to another edition of the INHFA newsletter. As we look back on the events
and experiences of the year, it can be surprising how quickly it all seems to have
gone by. Here at INHFA, we have been very busy as | am sure you are too, between
securing the farm for the Winter ahead and the many farming activities that keep us
on our feet.

By now, we hope most of our members will have received their new CAP payments
and when you sit down and add up all the Schemes, we hope you see that your
payments have increased. We at INHFA worked tirelessly to ensure our members
would get a fair and equitable share of this CAP programme and we will continue to
lobby for fairness not favouritism. (more details on CAP payments below).

We are delighted to announce that we have a new and interactive Website. You will
find a lot of useful information here, most notably our current Press Releases as we
discuss policy issues that affect you and also monitor what is happening in Europe
with the final drafting of the Nature Restoration Law in Brussels last week. Both of
these are of critical importance to our members and details are included below. We
are also encouraging you to click on the link below to explore for yourself. The


https://mcusercontent.com/e894b1a2c17085ad3e61c0723/images/b8b548be-affd-0990-3e55-f19fd126d2b5.jpg

Website was created for our members and we hope you will find useful information
here.

Click here to view Website

CAP Schemes and 2023 payments

As outlined above, you should have received your advance CAP support payments.
These payments include:

1st payment

ANC - 70% paid on or after 17th October with the remainder being paid in early
December.

2nd payment- (one payment for 2 Schemes)

BISS (previously Basic Payment) - 70% paid on or after 24th October.

CRISS - front-loaded payment paid on the first 30ha - remainder will be paid on the

4™ December.
3rd - payment

Eco-Scheme - 70% of the €67/ha payment which was paid on the 315t October
- remainder to be paid in early to mid-December.

For the vast majority of our members, there should be a significant increase in these
overall area-based payments which INHFA had a critical role in delivering on.

In addition to the payments outlined above, farmers in the Sheep Improvement
Scheme should have received payment on 20th November.

Delayed CAP Payments

While most farmers have received these advance area-based payments we are
aware that there are still a number of farmers that haven’t. If you are one of these
farmers, then you need to clarify what is holding up your payments. So if you haven’t
done so please contact either the Department of Agriculture Helpline 057 8674422
or your Farm Advisor or you can contact our office 071 9302715 and we will be
happy to help.

Please be aware if you are contacting our office as a result of GDPR we have to get
written permission to act on your behalf.

There are many issues outlined to us that can hold up payments but we understand
that the main factors include:


http://www.inhfa.ie/

e Over-claims (which could be a result of burning)
e Dual claims (which are not exclusive to commonages)
 Digitization and ineligible features which can also present as an over-claim.

We understand the Department has stopped making advance payments on the
ANC, BISS and CRISS but are still making advance Eco-scheme payments. For
farmers who had an issue that has since been resolved, they will get their full ANC,
BISS, and CRISS payments in early December.

So for farmers that didn’'t get any of these payments but have now got an Eco-
scheme payment then more than likely, the issue is resolved and you can expect
payments in December. However, it is advisable to still check.

If you have questions regarding any of the above, please give us a call on
0719302715.

Organic Scheme - Closing date for Applications- Friday, Dec, 8th

As part of the Scheme, dry stock farmers can get payment of €300/ha during (year 1 &
2) and €250 thereafter.

There is also an additional annual payment of €2,000/yr during conversion and €1,400
there-after.

For more information email: organic@agriculture.gov or contact us at 0719302715

Young Farmers & New Entrants
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Minister McConalogue listening to the concerns of young farmers and Women
in AG

For new entrants which also includes Young Farmers your area-based payments
(ANC, BISS, CRISS & Eco-scheme) will only be made once you have satisfied the
qualifying criteria for being an active farmer.

There are a number of criteria that can be used here but for livestock farmers, the
first criteria the Department assesses is the minimum stocking rate of 0.1LU/Ha. If
farmers don’t reach this, then other factors will be considered.

For livestock farmers (cattle and sheep) that in their BISS application this year (May
2023) elected to use last year (2022) as their stocking density reference year then
provided they reached this stocking rate, they should be eligible for payment.

However, for farmers (especially sheep only) who elected to use 2023 as their
reference year in order to receive payment this year they may need to act.

The reason we are encouraging these farmers to now act is that the Department will
not be able to determine their stocking rate until they receive their sheep census
which can’t be submitted until early 2024.

For these sheep farmers and also those with both cattle and sheep where there are
not enough cattle to reach the stocking density we are advising that you contact your
Farm Advisor and the Department with a view to sending your sheep register to the
Department of Agriculture. At this point, they can then establish that you have
sufficient stock to meet the active farmer definition of 0.1LU/Ha.

In doing this, farmers will increase the potential to get paid in 2023 and avoid the
possibility of a higher tax liability in 2024 due to a double payment.

Agri-Climate Rural Environment Scheme (ACRES)

A team of INHFA delegates attended a meeting with Department Officials to discuss
the ACRES Scheme.

We have been informed that advance payments will commence in December.

However, the likelihood of all 46,000 applicants getting paid this year is quite low
and for any farmer, it may be prudent not to plan any spending based on an ACRES



payment this year. This we understand is difficult and we will keep pushing to get
payments out, the scheme and payment structure are very complicated which will
inevitably lead to problems when it comes to payments.

In order to receive your ACRES payment, you must have received your ANC, BISS,
etc. as no payment will be made until these issues are resolved.

ACRES Training

Farmers are required to complete ACRES training and while advance payments can
be made in 2023 without having training completed. No further payments will be
made in 2024 (including any delayed advance payment) until training is completed.

Training courses are currently being rolled out by Farm Advisors. Therefore, we
recommend that you contact your advisor and get the training done as soon as
possible.

ACRES Tranche 2

An expression of interest can be made for the 4,000 places available. INHFA is
lobbying the Minister and the Government for additional funding to ensure all those
looking to join ACRES can be facilitated.

New entrants or young farmers that have a new Herd/Flock number and didn’t make
a BPS application in 2022 are at this point not eligible to apply/join.

This is an issue INHFA has already highlighted and continues to lobby on. However,
any new entrant or young farmer that has taken over an existing Herd/Flock number
that made an application in 2022 then, they are eligible to apply.

INHFA President Vincent Roddy
addressing the Joint Oireachtas
Committee on Environment &

Climate Action @oireachtas_news
on the Nature Restoration Law and
Land Use Review.
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EU Nature Restoration Law

A compromise text on this law has been agreed at European level taking into
account the position of the EU Parliament, Commission and Council of Ministers.
This will now have to be finalised and agreed by the European Parliament.

While some of the political commentary on this has indicated considerable
compromise with regard to protecting existing farming practices and our CAP
payments this is not the case.

The law will target 20% of our land and this will include existing farmland
(specifically on peat soils). On this basis our hills which are predominantly peat
based will be impacted as will farmed drained peatlands in lowland areas.

In its current guise land targeted under this law will not be eligible for CAP payments
and there is no budget agreed at EU level to support any farmer impacted or to pay
for restoration measures. Critically it is important that farmers recognise that this is a
law and not a farm scheme such as ACRES. As a law there is not a requirement to
pay for compliance and unlike a farm scheme that has a specific timeline (normally
five years) this is permanent.

At INHFA we continue to lobby both at home and in Brussels to ensure current
farming activity can be maintained and that lands subject to this law remains eligible
for all CAP supports. We also outlined how the law should remain optional but
Government Ministers with responsibility over this Law have pushed back against
this. Another issue we continue to highlight and lobby on is the lack of any funding at
EU level which is a very dangerous place to be as farmers with designated lands will
understand. Click on the link below for more details on this law.

Click Here - Farming Independent


https://www.independent.ie/farming/comment/vincent-roddy-nature-restoration-law-must-not-become-our-highland-clearances/a23971612.html

Branch Meetings

Branch meetings are ongoing and will continue for the remainder of this year
and into 2024

All members are notified of these meetings by text and you are encouraged to
attend. These meetings are critical in providing information and in getting your views
which is instrumental in developing and refining INHFA policy. Please make every
effort to attend when notified as your views are important to us.

INHFA 2024 Trip to Austria




Pictured above:
Hallstatt is a village on Lake Hallstatt's western shore in Austria's mountainous Salzkammergut

region. Its 16th-century Alpine houses and alleyways are home to cafes and shops.

Next August/September the INHFA is planning a trip to Austria. We are currently
assessing possible dates with the end of August early September most likely. Flights
will be from Dublin to Vienna and the estimated cost will be in the region of €800-
€900 per person sharing however this could change.

This price will include flights, coach hire, and five nights’ accommodation. The trip
will include a farm visit and at least one other farming event. We are also planning to
include Salzburg and Vienna in the tour. Check your passports and make sure they
are up to date!!

Receive €100 off your farm insurance policy with AXA Insurance. Contact our office for
further details. 0719302715.

M coci

Get a dci card with no annual charge and avail of the cheaper diesel, on average you
can save up to €200/year. Contact us at 0719302715 for details.

Mullmahone Co-op .
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Order your tags from Mullinahone Co-op and receive .5¢ off per tag. Contact the INHFA
for your membership number as you must quote this when ordering. Tel: 0719302715
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HOTEL GROUP PLC

maldron”

ZISAMUEL

HOTELS CLAYTON the gibson hotel

HOTELS

Dalata Hotel Group plc. Registered in Ireland no. 534888

Dalata Hotel Group
10% off hotel breaks with Maldron & Clarion Hotels in Ireland, Northern Irelands, UK

and Germany.

Office Contact & Opening Times

Our mailing address is:
INHFA
The Square
Tubbercurry
Co. Sligo
F91 YPN3
0719302715
email: inhfaoffice@gmail.com

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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