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A time when CAP took a
back seat to Brexit

W

elcome to another edition of the Irish Farmers’
Guide, a magazine published by the Irish Natura
and Hill Farmers Association (INHFA) to inform and
reflect the views of farmers on hill, designated and high
nature value farmland.
As in previous issues we have included material that
will hopefully be of benefit to you the reader. However, the
publication also contains articles that may challenge how
you think. Whatever the outcome, we hope you enjoy the
read and if you have any suggestions on possible articles for
future editions please let us know.
Since the last edition of the Irish Farmers’ Guide the major
issue that has dominated our farming and general news has
been Brexit. If all had gone as planned the UK would by now
have left the EU. However, the possible extension to the end
Vincent Roddy,
of October has bought more time that the UK government
INHFA Director of Organisation
will hopefully use to find a compromise deal that everyone
can live with.
I use those words because for Ireland, and especially the farming sector, there is no
good Brexit; but we are all getting to a point where we need to find a deal and move on.
Clearly, any deal we hope will involve a close trading relationship between the EU and UK
that is tariff free and doesn’t require a border on the island of Ireland, or involve trading
restrictions between this jurisdiction and the rest of the EU. The only way of avoiding
these scenarios is through the Backstop, or by the entire UK or Northern Ireland staying in
a customs union with the EU or in Single Market.
Of course through all of the Brexit uncertainty Irish farmers, and in particular our beef
and suckler sectors, has taken a major hit. The mood among suckler farmers is quite low
and the need to provide viable options that they can believe in has never been greater.
On pages 8 and 9 we outline support measures that are needed for the suckler sector and
a way forward in marketing the beef produced from our uplands and our high nature value
farmlands. We also analyse the findings of a recent INHFA survey in relation to the suckling
sector and on succession.
As we head into the European elections we hear from our MEPs and also assess the
state of affairs regarding CAP reform. INHFA president Colm O’Donnell outlines the issues,
concerns and opportunities the organisation sees in relation to CAP.
In previous issues the fear of farm inspections was highlighted, as was the role of the
Charter of Rights in trying to address the power imbalance between the individual farmer
and the Department of Agriculture.
In a follow-up to this the INHFA held two meetings (with more planned) that were
attended by Department of Agriculture officials. These meetings teased out matters of
concern for farmers and for the Department that arose out of inspections. On our centre
pages there is an update from these meetings. This article also outlines the increasing
role of satellite inspections, and identifies the main on-farm issues that result in penalties
being imposed.
As the Atlantic Hill Lamb market continues to develop we hear from INHFA vicepresident Brendan Joyce on the initiative, and profile Pat O’Donnell, a farmer who sees the
benefit of this market.
With summer here and already a steady increase in walkers on our hills, we assess
the overall value of these lands, taking into account the financial bonus to the local and
national economies. We also hear the concerns from INHFA vice-president Henry O’Donnell
in relation to how the increased numbers of hill walkers is impacting on farmers, and why
the public good provided by land-owners needs to be recognised and respected.
Finally, if you wish to contact us you can do so by email at: irishfarmersguide@gmail.
com or at 071 9302715.
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President’s message

INHFA president Colm O’ Donnell with Minister for Agriculture Michael Creed

T

he INHFA has been busy since the last issue in October 2018 with the attention
quickly turning to branch and county AGM’s before the Christmas, and public
rallies in Westport and Letterkenny, where the focus was centred on informing
our members and enlightening our politicians regarding the key decisions that will affect
farmers in the roll-out of the next CAP.
Since the October issue of the Irish Farmers’ Guide, the INHFA has lobbied intensely on behalf of our members, focusing on influencing the membership of the European
Parliament Agricultural Committee to include amendments to the Commission’s CAP
legislative proposals that would see a more favourable outcome for our farmers.
I would like to sincerely thank and congratulate the INHFA team who made five
trips to Brussels during this critical period meeting and lobbying the Parliament Rapporteurs heading up the three different regulations of the legislative document. Joining
me on those trips were Joe Condon from Tipperary, Henry O’Donnell from Donegal and
Vincent Roddy our director of the association.
During this period, we got massive support from our four MEPs for the Midlands
North West constituency who facilitated numerous meetings and lobbying sessions with
the Parliament and the Commission.
The current European Parliament Agricultural Committee has three local MEPs sitting on it, including Luke Ming Flanagan, Mairéad McGuinness and Sinn Féin’s Matt
Carthy, all of whom accepted a number of INHFA amendments and succeeded in now
having these word changes included in the agreed compromise text.
At this time, I see three areas of particular concern in the CAP post-2020 process.
In the first instance, the uncertainty of Brexit and its potential to affect the overall
CAP budget, and indeed the start date of the next programming period which could
potentially see a delay of two to three years.
The Government has a duty of care in ensuring that Irish farmers are not affected by
this uncertainty.
Secondly, the Minister for Agriculture and the DAFM must also ensure that all farmers who are currently defined as ‘active farmers’ are not unfairly treated when Ireland
submit a definition for a ‘genuine farmer’ in its CAP strategic plan.
From an Irish context, upwards of 80,000 farms remain sustainable because of an
off-farm income of the farmer, spouse or other family member.
The CAP legislative proposals accept that these pluri-active farmers must not be
excluded from the new Basic Income Support for Sustainability (BISS) which may account for 60% of Pillar 1 payments.
Thirdly, one of the agreed compromise amendments adopted by the European Parliament Agricultural Committee deals with the continued internal convergence of Pillar
1 payments. The Parliament has chosen to support the INHFA amendment that full flattening of entitlements should occur by 2027 instead of Commissioner Hogan’s proposal
to bring all values to 75% of the national average value by 2027.
This amendment is already creating a lot of debate and has the potential to divide
farmers. On the one hand you have those that will benefit, and on the other those losing
out.
Already some commentators are suggesting that those losing out are family farms,
and that those gaining are land owners with significant off-farm income. This kind of
labelling is grossly unfair to hill farmers who often, because of prescribed stocking levels forced on them from land designations, must look to off-farm income to sustain their
family farms.
The Commission has included in its proposal a mandatory Complementary Redistributive Income Support for Sustainability payment for small and medium-sized holdings which must be funded from those on the highest payments per hectare.
Again, the European Parliament has suggested that this redistribution must be at
least 5% of the national Pillar 1 envelope. This would give Ireland approximately €60
million to target at these small to medium-sized farms in the form of a higher frontloaded per hectare payment on the first hectares. In fairness, this must now be factored into
the debate.
I would like to thank everybody associated with the latest edition of the Irish Farmers’ Guide, in particular Vincent, Connie and Maureen who have worked around the
clock over the last few weeks to get the magazine out to you the readers.
Enjoy.
Colm O’Donnell
INHFA President

INHFA in action . . . . .

Guest speakers at the CAP Rally in Westport were: Colm O’ Donnell INHFA president: Luke Ming
Flanagan MEP: Marian Harkin MEP: Gerry Loftus INHFA: Rose Conway Walsh Senator: Michael
Fitzmaurice TD: Charlie McConalogue TD and Brendan Joyce INHFA vice-president

Attending CAP Meetings in Brussels were: Henry O’ Donnell INHFA vice-president,
Mairead McGuinness MEP, Esther HERRANZ GARCÍA (EPP, ES), rapporteur,
Colm O’ Donnell INHFA president and Joe Condon INHFA member

Guest speakers at the CAP Rally in Letterkenny were: Luke Ming Flanagan MEP, Matt Carthy MEP,
Charlie McConalogue TD, Heny O’ Donnell INHFA vice-president, Colm O’Donnell INHFA president,
Maiead McGuinness MEP and Thomas Pringle TD

Attending the CAP and ANC Rally in Letterkenny were: INHFA members L-R Seanie Boyle, Donegal,
Phelim Molloy, Donegal and Cyril Feeney, Sligo

Irish FARMERS GUIDE

MORE WINNERS
THAN LOSERS IN
ANC REVIEW

T

he long awaited ANC
review delivered for
most farmers, but for
some not as much as expected.
With an additional €23m
to be added to the pot bringing the overall budget up
to €250m, there had been
an expectation that farmers
on the hills and the lowland
lands that are more severely disadvantaged would see
further increases on par with
last year’s increase, which for
some came to €638.
With the expectation
being that the adoption of
bio-physical criteria would
see sizable areas of land
coming out, many were surprised that the overall area
designated as an Area of Natural Constraint actually increased. This additional area
put heavier demands on the
increased budget, with €10m
of the €23m increase going
to make payments on the new
area.
Of the remaining €13m,

85% was targeted to the
two areas with the highest
constraint. Those two areas
being Category 1, formally
the Mountain Sheep Grazing
Area which received €7m,
and Category 2 formally,
the Lowland More Severely
which received €4m.
Of the remaining €2m,
€750,000 went to the Category 3 or the Lowland Less
Severely, with the remainder
being held for possible appeals.
Commenting on the review, INHFA president, Colm
O’Donnell, said he wasn’t
totally surprised at the extra
area coming in as the mechanism for Member States to
do this was there under the
specific constraint.
However, he did welcome the continued focussing
of payments which was in
line with the targeting of the
previous increase as a direct
consequence of the INHFA’s
ANC lobbying campaigns.
“This targeting has seen

farmers in Category 1 with
34ha see an increase of €638,
which was secured last year,
and that same farmer will see
a further increase of €240 this
year,” Mr O’Donnell pointed
out.
“The INHFA is looking to
deliver further increases with
an additional €25m sought in
the coming year, to be followed by more increases in
the upcoming CAP. A commitment has been secured
from the Department that any
further increase in funding
will be targeted in a similar
manner on the first two categories,” the INHFA leader
maintained.
“These increases can
under our 3-point-plan get
farmers up to €6,000 through
front-loading on the first
20ha, increasing the rate per
hectare, and increasing eligible hectares from 34 to 40,”
Mr O’Donnell said.
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Tourism sector needs to
address hill farmer concerns

K

ey concerns around
land access and liability
must be addressed by
the tourism sector, the INHFA has insisted.
The numbers accessing
upland areas for recreational purposes has increased
from 168,000 in 2003 to
almost 2.35m in 2018, the
INHFA vice-president, Henry
O’Donnell, pointed out recently.
“Hill farmers recognise
the huge bonus this provides for the local and national economy but there is a
strong feeling amongst land
owners that they are left out
once again, with some of the
opinion that they are starting to feel over-run by the
ever increasing number of
people walking their hills,”
Mr O’Donnell said.
“While we all appreciate
how a thriving tourism industry can benefit local
communities and the country as a whole, there also
needs to be a realisation
that these hills are privately owned. They are seen by
landowners as businesses
and farms, with the primary
objective being the production and maintenance of
livestock,” he insisted.

L-R Henry O’Donnell INHFA vice president, Minister Michael
Ring, Maureen Walsh INHFA office and Michael McDonnell
INHFA national secretary
“In recent times public
access to these hills has adversely impacted on farmers
through issues such as sheep
worrying by dogs, increased
pollution and litter, gorse
fires leading to lands been
made ineligible for farm
payments, gates not being
closed and fences broken
allowing stock onto public
roads, and the concern of
possible claims against landowners from walkers who
may have gotten injured,” Mr
O’Donnell explained.
Following a very constructive meeting with Minister
Michael Ring, the INHFA outlined the need to address a

number of issues.
“For too long farmer concerns have been ignored
and while we acknowledge
attempts being made by
Minister Ring in addressing
the question of liability, this
issue needs to be prioritised
for all hill farmers,” the INHFA
representative maintained.
“A tourism industry that
ignores the property rights
and concerns of our farmers
is not sustainable, which is
why we need full engagement in addressing these
concerns and finding a way to
include farmers and reward
them for the public goodwill
they are providing.”

The next CAP will need increased
justification by delivering
environmental gains and enhancing
the role of farmers in Areas of
Natural Constraints.

“I will continue to work
with the INHFA to ensure
the survival of the greatest
number of family farms,
especially in the
ANC areas.”

The INHFA has an important role to
play in highlighting the contribution
of hill and ANC farmers to the
economic and social development
of rural areas and the sustainability
of the rural population.

Marian Harkin MEP

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
		
28 Emmet Place, Union Street, Sligo
(Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm)				
Ph: (071) 9150152/9145890		
Fax: (071) 9141973
Email: marian@marianharkin.com
Website: www.marianharkin.com
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INHFA secures
changes to
Parliament’s CAP
stance
S
Colm O’Donnell

ince the launch of Commissioner Hogan’s CAP
legislative document in
June 2018, the INHFA have
worked on securing word
changes to the initial proposal
by focusing on engagement
with the Agricultural Committee of the European Parliament.
The Agricultural Committee was given the task of
formulating the Parliament’s
position, which was a crucial
task as the Parliament enjoys
co-decision making in the
CAP process with the Council
of Ministers and the Commission.
Lobbying the Agricultural
Committee was undertaken
by an INHFA task force. The
work involved reading through
all the proposed legislation in
great detail, highlighting areas
that needed amending, and
then setting about influencing

key stakeholders in the European Parliament.
Over 100 amendments
were identified by the INHFA
task force, which then set
about presenting and explaining the methodology behind
the amendments to members
of the Agricultural Committee.
In some cases, the addition
of a single word or the omission of a word had the potential to change the dynamics of
individual proposals, in other instances new paragraphs
were proposed.
Examples of some of the
amendments proposed by the
INHFA and which are now
part of the Parliament’s current position include:
• Changing the proposed
requirement for a definition
to describe an active farmer.
The Commission proposed the
word ‘genuine’ farmer, which
is now ‘a farmer’.

• The inclusion of agroforestry as a mainstream land use
in defining ‘an Agricultural
Area’.
• Full flattening of entitlement values per hectare (internal convergence) to 100% by
2027, instead of the Commission’s 75% proposal.
• In order to share the burden equally by all farmers for
the proposed climate/environmental or eco-scheme under
Pillar 1, the Parliament has
proposed at least 20% funding which is consistent with
the INHFA proposal that this
intervention should be made
mandatory for all farmers.
• The Commission proposal
that Member States ‘shall deduct’ labour unit costs before
applying a capping to the Basic
Income Support has changed
to ‘may deduct’ to give flexibility to Member States who
decide not to implement this

CAP PROPOSALS ON
CARBON RICH SOILS
CANNOT BECOME ANOTHER
DESIGNATION – INHFA

T

he INHFA is insisting that current
Commission CAP
reform proposals relating
to the protection of wetlands and peatlands, referred to as carbon rich
soils, cannot become another designation.
National
president,
Colm O’Donnell, outlined
how land designations implemented over 20 years
ago remain a major issue
for many farmers.
“The imposition of SAC
and SPA designations
through the 39 Actions Requiring Consent (ARCs)
has resulted in major restrictions on these lands,
with permission required
for matters such as fencing, draining, changing the
type of stock or stocking
levels, mulching, topping
and much more,”
Mr
O’Donnell explained.

With no proper payment
ever put in place for the
cost incurred as a result
of these designations the
farmers’ leader cautioned
that current Pillar 1 proposals which target the
appropriate protection of
wetlands and peatlands under GAEC 2 were a cause
for concern.
“This proposal will impose major restrictions and
further compliance measures on many of our farmers for no extra income
and it is not acceptable as
a Pillar 1 measure. The
proposal would also undermine any payment under
the eco-scheme and any
agri-environmental scheme
in Pillar 2,” he maintained.
“Farmers on designated
land were sold out despite
having pristine habitats
that are critically important
for our flora and fauna,”

the INHFA leader stated.
“For some the designations undermined their
farming activity and left
them vulnerable under land
eligibility inspections,” he
added.
“What
happened
through these designations
needs to be addressed and
cannot be allowed happen
on these carbon rich soils
which are critically important, especially for carbon
sequestration,” Mr O’Donnell insisted.
The importance of finding a long-term mechanism
of rewarding farmers with
wetlands and peatlands
was emphasised by Mr
O’Donnell.
“Such a mechanism
needs to extend way beyond the lifetime of the upcoming CAP,” he insisted.

proposal because of the excessive administrative burden
associated with vouched and
unvouched labour costs.
• An amendment to include
actions to enhance forage areas for pollinators has been
adopted by the Parliament.
Increased conditionality for
the Basic Income Support for
Sustainability (BISS) under
GAEC 2 by the Commission
proposed appropriate protection of wetlands and Peatlands
(carbon rich soils) which the
INHFA viewed as yet another
potential designation has now

been adopted by the Parliament to include these areas under maintenance of permanent
grassland similar to GAEC 1
with appropriate protection
now attached to Natura 2000
lands only.
These amendments are just a
flavour of the work done by
the INHFA on CAP. Whether
the work on the current CAP
proposals is retained or not
will depend on the outcome of
the European Parliament elections and the make-up of the
next European Parliament.
The incoming Agricultural

Committee will have a number of choices to make, either
endorse the current Parliament
policy position by voting it
through Plenary session of the
new Parliament. Or, alternatively, go back to the drawing
board and formulate a different amended document.
This could affect the possible start date for the next
CAP as Trialogue discussions
between the Commission, The
Parliament and The Council of
Ministers can only commence
when the Parliament has fully
agreed its position.

New CAP package
likely to be delayed
Vincent Roddy

A

s we move towards the European
elections and the probability of a
significantly changed parliament
there is a possibility that the final CAP
deal will have moved again from where
it is now.
As already outlined on this page the
Agricultural Committee of the European Parliament has arrived at an agreed
position on the many amendments
(5,000) made to the CAP Strategic Plan.
While the committee has agreed on a
position it now needs to go before the
full plenary to establish a Parliament
position. The earliest this is likely to
happen is this September, but depending on the level of amendments it may
well go into 2020. The hope would
be that the Parliament can get to an
agreed position by November.
Of course, from once Parliament has
reached a decision there is the not so
small issue of trying to find a Trilogue
agreement between the Parliament’s
position, the position of the EU Commission, and the position of the Council
of Ministers (Agriculture).
This is further complicated by the
fact that we could well be looking at a
new Commissioner who may have different ideas and plans. The expectation
is that the new Commissioner won’t be

in place until November at the earliest.
What all of this means is that Trilogue talks won’t start until 2020, with
a likely final deal happening at earliest
2021, but quite possibly 2022, or maybe as late as 2023.
This delay will have implications
firstly for the Basic Payment Scheme
which has over the last five years seen
farmers on low payments increase,
while farmers on higher payments have
seen a fall in their entitlement value.
Will this convergence model continue or will payments hold at current
rates until a new CAP deal is finalised?
What will happen in Pillar 2? While
schemes such as ANC can be rolled over
on an annual basis, GLAS is run over a
fixed five-year time-frame. And while
some farmers will be ok, those coming
out in 2020, as well as those already
out of AEOS, will need to be accommodated.
In previous CAP programmes oneyear extensions for these schemes
were allowed and this is something the
INHFA has discussed with the Department and with officials in Brussels and
it has been well received.
The one thing that Brexit has taught
us is that deadlines can move. At this
point it is quite clear that the next
CAP won’t commence when planned
but the length of the delay should become clearer over the next number of
months.
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WHAT OPTIONS ARE THERE IN PILLAR 2
OF CAP POST 2020

I

n the new CAP legislative
proposals there are nine
specific general objectives
that member states must adhere to when compiling strategic plans for approval by the
EU Commission. These objectives are heavily weighted on
enhancement of environmental and climate performance,
and on strengthening the socio-economic fabric of rural
areas.
High on the Commission’s
agenda are actions that will:
• Contribute to climate
change mitigation and adaption;
• Provide sustainable energy measures;
• Foster development and
efficient management of natural resources such as water,
soil and air;
• Contribute to the protection of biodiversity, enhancing ecosystem services, while
preserving habitats and landscapes.
A new focus will see
CAP regulations switch from
compliance by the individual
beneficiary to a more general
analysis of the performance
of policy in each EU member

Colm O’Donnell
state via annual auditing of
their strategic plans.
Under direct payments
(Pillar 1) member states must
for the first time set up ecoschemes for farmers which
should be fully co-ordinated
with other relevant interventions.
They should be defined by
member states as a payment
granted either for incentivising the provision of public
goods by agricultural practices which are beneficial to the
environment, or as a compensation for the introduction of
these practices.
These schemes may include entry-level initiatives
which could be a prerequisite
for taking up more ambitious
rural development (Pillar 2)
commitments.
Proposed types of interventions for rural development include environmental
actions, climate-change initiatives and other management
commitments such as organic
farming practices and forestry.

Among these are:
• Areas of Natural and Specific Constraint (ANCs);
• Area specific disadvantages resulting from certain
mandatory requirements relating to the implementation of
the Nature Directives (Natura
2000 network);
• Investments and installation of young farmer and rural
business start up;
• Risk management tools to
help farmers manage production and income risks related
to their agricultural activity
which are out of their control;
• Cooperation and knowledge exchange and information projects which may include the setting up of farm
advisory services.
All of the interventions
listed above are subject to a
proposed financial cut by the
EU of 15% in Pillar 2.
The proposed cuts must be
resisted by the Government as
these schemes are critical for
farm incomes and the rural
economy; and since any short-

fall in funding will result in
increased national exchequer
supports for the Rural Development Programme (RDP)
because all measures are co-financed.
The current breakdown in
funding supports for the RDP
indicates that 53% comes
from the EU, with the Irish exchequer providing 47%.
Ensuring full access to
all Pillar 2 interventions for

farmers with high nature value
lands will be a priority for the
INHFA during the next CAP
negotiations.
Entry into Pillar 2
schemes could become more
difficult because of increased
conditionality requirements
for Pillar 1 payments and the
introduction of eco-schemes.
The INHFA is adamant that
farmers working hill and high
nature value lands cannot be

disadvantaged as a consequence of any such changes.
The carrot rather than the stick
approach must be adopted by
Government on this matter.
The Government must
acknowledge the agricultural
goods, the public goods and
ecosystem services that farmers provide when working
and keeping high nature value
farmland.

Primary producer must be included
in any Brexit beef package

Colm O’Donnell INHFA President

T

he ongoing uncertainty around
Brexit continues to impact on Irish
farmers and in particular our suckler
and beef sector. With lower factory prices impacting on the price paid at marts
for weanlings, there is an urgent need to
support the beef industry.
Through the spring much of the focus
has been on the losses incurred by beef
finishers. These range from €80 to €200 a
head, translating into an overall loss that
is heading towards €200m over the last
year.
These losses are primarily as a result of

the fall in sterling against the euro due to
the UK’s inability to agree an exit strategy in Westminster and finalise a plan with
the EU to exit in an orderly fashion.
Sadly, the possibility of a deal being
agreed between now and October 31 (the
new deadline) is anything but definite, so
the uncertainty remains, and with this
ongoing losses for our beef and suckler
farmers.
At Government level we are being told
of a rescue plan for the beef industry that
will be rolled when a Brexit deal is finalised.
However, the nature of this plan seems
to be dependent on the final Brexit outcome, with a possible wait and see period
to see how prices react.
At the INHFA we believe that farmers
need support now and this support needs
to also recognise the losses incurred by
our suckler farmers through lower prices taken at marts for their weanling and
store stock.
We understand why the focus has been
on the finished stock - although 20% of
these animals come from factory-controlled feed-lots.
While we have no problem supporting
farmers who finish cattle, in our opinion it
would be totally unacceptable to ignore
our suckler farmers whose quality stock

is the bedrock of the industry. These
farmers are at least €100/head back on
where they were in 2017 and this is the
minimum payment they need.
It is now time for the Minister for Agriculture, Michael Creed, and the EU
Commission to step up to the plate, a
‘wait-and-see’ approach is no longer acceptable.
Plans to get support to our farmers

need to be put in place in the coming
weeks. This plan to cover our suckler
farmers alone will require funding of at
least €80m and should be reviewed next
autumn.
Payments can be delivered through
an application process by farmers based
on mart receipts, with verification by the
CMMS to ensure animals are only paid on
once.
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EXTENSIVE BEEF SYSTEMS
CAN DELIVER FOR THE
ENVIRONMENT AND FARMERS
Sean Martin

T

he Burren in Co Clare
with its limestone pavement and extensive habitats is an area with which most
people will be familiar.
However, what many may
not be aware of is how the natural habitat of the Burren was
compromised by the spread of
scrub following the removal of
cattle from the rugged escarpments over 20 years ago.
Thankfully, commonsense
prevailed, mistakes were recognised, lessons were learned
and measures were put in place
to get cattle back onto the Burren to help combat the spread
of the scrub.
With the ongoing debate
around climate change there is
a real danger that the mistakes
made in the Burren could be repeated on a much larger scale.
Cattle, and in particular our
suckler cows, are being seen as
the problem, as they were in the
Burren.
Indeed, almost every discussion around climate change

cites the need to address our
national cow herd as the top
priority in meeting our climate
change targets.
For many, the solution is
simple, replace our non-profitable suckler cows with trees
and we will go a long way in
meeting our climate change targets.
Those adopting this approach give little regard to how
this will undermine many rural
communities, especially in areas only suitable for extensive
cattle and sheep rearing.
In addition to this, they also
fail to recognise how cattle,
as in the case of the Burren,
can enhance biodiversity and
reduce the impact of climate
change.
The extensive grazing of
suckler cows on our hills and
our High Nature Value Farmland has a major role to play
in improving biodiversity and
managing vegetation, which in
turn reduces the risks of wildfires that emit carbon.

Contrast this with widespread forestry and the associated fire risks, or as some
suggest the re-wilding of these
lands and the even greater fire
hazard that such an approach
presents.
In addition, we need to
recognise how cattle grazed
in extensive farming systems
will have a much lower carbon
footprint (some would say neutral) resulting from the extensive land base that sequesters
carbon through its grasses and
other ecological features.
Contrast this with the zero
grazing and the intensive farming practices prevalent in other
countries and in certain sectors
here in Ireland.
There is a story to tell here,

that can help justify a much
improved price for weanlings
from the suckler herd, similar
to what the INHFA is developing in relation to our light lamb.
It will require the rebranding
of our suckler beef to recognise
the unique farming system that
prioritises quality over quantity, an animal reared in nature
by their mother and produced
with a low or carbon neutral
footprint.
There can be a bright future
for our extensive suckler farmers provided we distinguish
our suckler beef from that produced from the dairy herd.
It is a different product that
needs to be marketed separately.
• Sean Martin is INHFA
secretary in Donegal

INHFA seeks
Government
support for new
Beef Cow Scheme
INHFA president Colm O’Donnell has outlined details
of a plan to support the suckler cow sector which the
organisation is currently discussing with Department of
Agriculture officials.
The plan envisages farmers being rewarded for a
raft of measures that revolve around public health, animal welfare, farm safety and environmental actions, Mr
O’Donnell explained.
“These are specific measures that farmers may be
currently carrying out,” the INHFA president said.
However, the proposal would give farmers the option to
undertake other measures, he added.
The plan, which would require substantial State
support, would see payments front-loaded on the first
10 cows, with a reduced payment for the next 15 cows.
“Our proposal will provide much-needed support to
small and medium-sized suckler farmers who are the
life-blood of the industry,” Mr O’Donnell said.
“The key focus is that all measures are practical
and that the scheme is simple to understand and delivers for both the farmer and their stock.”
Addressing the two existing schemes in the suckler sector, namely BDGP and BEEP, the INHFA leader said
lessons “needed to be learned from the failure of these
in terms of uptake and support”.
Mr O’Donnell accepted that there was an urgency
to get a new scheme for suckler sector agreed and rolled
out as soon as possible.
“Farmers cannot be left waiting for support under
the new CAP programme, which may not be up and running until 2023,” he pointed out.
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Our suckler herd is a vital component in
sustaining rural Ireland
Vincent Roddy

T

he contribution of the
suckler sector to the wider rural economy has not
been sufficiently highlighted in
the ongoing debate about Ireland’s beef industry.
While the continuing slide
in our suckler cow numbers is
a major concern for many in
the farming sector, for some in
business and those employed in
rural Ireland the suckler cow’s
importance has not yet registered.
We are continually informed that the cost of carrying
a suckler cow is €782 a year; a
fact that is used to emphasise
the sector’s poor profitability.
But there is another way to
view this spend.
This €782/cow/year is
money spent throughout rural Ireland, and particularly in
many areas where economic activity outside of livestock farming is low or maybe non-existent. This is equivalent to €750
million across the suckler herd.
Crucially, this money is spread
across 66,000 families creating
a much broader impact, as the
€750 million doesn’t take into
account other money spent by
suckler farmers and their families.
Last year the Government
launched a plan for the over-

all development of the country titled ‘Ireland 2040 - Our
Plan’. This initiative commits
the State to the development
of towns and villages, and our
rural economy.
Agriculture will continue
to be a major driving force in
this development. However, we
need to understand that there
are many parts of the country
where dairying and tillage are
not an option.
If agricultural activity is
to continue in these areas then
sheep and beef cattle are the
only realistic options.
The AIM Bovine Statistics
Report from 2017 probably
best illustrates where suckler
farming is strongest. Leitrim
at 91.6% and Roscommon at
89.3% have the highest birth
rates from beef dams, with
Cork at 16.7% and Waterford at
21.4% having the lowest.
Other counties with high
beef percentages are Mayo at
81.7%, Sligo at 78.8% and Galway at 73.8%.
When we consider these
figures, especially in relation
to Leitrim, we see how suckler
cows are more commonplace
where soils are heavier, and
farm sizes smaller and often
fragmented.
Staying with Leitrim, we

can also see how suckler cows
are very important to both
the environment and the local
economy.
This is especially so when
we consider the massive expansion of predominately Sitka
spruce forestry in the county.
This expansion is negatively impacting on local communities, business, employment and
the environment.
Similar, difficulties are
emerging in other counties.
For those developing policy around climate change, however, the prospect of replacing
suckler cows with trees is quite
tempting.
But this is flawed logic, as
illustrated in the accompanying
article on how we market suckler beef.
We must realise that forestry expansion will undermine
rural businesses and communities by leading to the closure
of schools, shops and services
such as post offices.
It will accelerate the exodus out of rural areas to larger
urban centres – adding to their
problems in relation to housing,
access to schools and childcare
facilities.
Maintaining our suckler
herd needs to be a national priority as it affects everyone.

Ballindrait, Lifford, Co. Donegal

Tel: 00353(0)74 9171300

Fax: 00353(0)74 9171321
Email: contact@smythsfeeds.com

Market Leaders in

AniMAL FEED
SoLuTionS

Since 1865

www.smythsfeeds.com
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AMBITIOUS
AGROFORESTRY
PROGRAMME
SOUGHT BY INHFA

T

Seán Buckley

he INHFA has called
for an updated and ambitious
agroforestry
programme which would be
supported by the Government
and EU.
The move follows proposals from Commissioner Hogan
that each farmer should plant
1ha of forestry.
INHFA president Colm
O’Donnell said the EU Commission and the Government
needed to be more ambitious
and commit to long-term financial support for an agroforestry programme that aims to
complement existing farming
activity rather than replacing
it.
The proposals outlined by
Commissioner Hogan were
described by Mr O’Donnell as
“a positive move in trying to
ensure all farmers take on the
responsibility of carbon mitigation measures”.
The INHFA leader said
many large-scale commercial
farmers would prefer “to pass
the entire responsibility” for
carbon mitigation onto smaller farmers, many of whom are
working on “heavier soils”.
In addressing the grow-

ing concerns around climate
change and the options available to the farm sector in terms
of carbon sequestration, Mr
O’Donnell outlined how an
agroforestry programme has
the potential to deliver far
better results than other more
favoured options such as the
current forestry programme.
He argued that a properly funded agroforestry programme would be supported
by farmers – unlike the current
forestry schemes – and offered
the added bonus of protecting
and not destroying rural communities.
“Extra funding for a proper
agroforestry programme will
need to be made available with
the possibility of sourcing this
from the existing forestry budget an obvious option,” Mr
O’Donnell stated.
“To encourage farmers to
take up this option the rate of
payment would need to be attractive - equivalent to the current rates - with a commitment
to fund an establishment grant,
and the programme itself for a
minimum of 20 years. A commitment would also need to be
given that the area would still

remain eligible for all Pillar 1
payments,” he added.
“While Commissioner Hogan’s proposals suggested
that each farmer should plant
1ha of forestry, we believe any
new agroforestry programme
- which would be optional should only be a minimum
percentage of each farmer’s
available land to make allowances for farmers with Natura/
designated land,” Mr O’Donnell explained.
He said the programme
should be limited to native indigenous broadleaf trees and
be targeted at land suitable for
growing these trees.
“Farmers are willing to
make a significant contribution
to tackling climate change but
they need to be supported in
doing so and treated with the
respect that their efforts deserve. While initially the costs
may seem high, as climate
change and its financial implications continue to grow over
the coming years, a proposal
such as this will in time be
seen as minimal in its cost, but
significant in its contribution,”
the INHFA leader claimed.
He said a new approach in
working with farmers to tackle climate change was badly
needed.

What is agroforestry

A

groforestry is defined by Teagasc
as the practice of
combining forestry and
agriculture in a mutually
beneficial way.
Unlike
conventional
forestry, in agroforestry
farmers continue working
the land through grazing
or silage and crop cultivation. Where stock is
grazed appropriate protection of trees will be
required, especially when
the trees are still young.
Unfortunately, the uptake on agroforestry has
been quite low. Indeed,
there has been no application from Donegal
since 2015; although
this is likely to change
as agroforestry is a key
component of a new pro-

gramme in Inishowen.
One factor that may
encourage a higher uptake in the coming years
is the increase in the annual premium. However,
in the view of agricultural
consultant, Henry O’Donnell, “there needs to be
a change” in the thinking
around agroforestry.
“There needs to be a
more holistic approach
that takes into account
existing tree cover and
the overall farm layout,
with the objective being that the trees on the
farm complement existing livestock - not replace
them,” said Mr O’Donnell.
As the awareness of the
potential of agroforestry
grows, the financial supports provided have in-

creased. Currently these
supports are provided
through an establishment
grant and an annual premium payable for five
years.
The annual premium
for up to 10ha comes to
€645/ha, and for those
with more than 10ha
the rate is €660/ha. The
grant available for establishment, which includes
fencing costs, comes to
€6,220/ha and is paid
over two instalments.
Farmers also need to be
aware that agroforestry
is subject to a replanting
obligation.
Interested farmers can
make their grant application in association with a
registered forester.

ORGANIC FARMING – WHERE TO FROM HERE?

A

new seven-year strategy for the development
of the Irish organic food
sector was launched recently
by Andrew Doyle, Minister of
State at the Department of
Agriculture.

The strategy covers
the period 2019 to 2025
and includes sectoral and
cross-sectoral recommendations to take account of projected market developments
for the industry.

Minister Doyle welcomed the ambition of the
industry-led strategy, stating
that it set out a “clear vision
for the growth of the Irish organic food sector to 2025”.
“We know that the

growth opportunities for the
sector both nationally and
internationally are significant
and this strategy will help the
Irish sector realise its potential,” Minister Doyle said.
“The Irish organic retail
market is worth €162 million,
with a further €44 million
generated by direct sales.
The market for organic food
in Ireland grew by 10.5% in
2017,” the minister noted.
However, while welcoming the reopening of the
scheme for new applicants,
the INHFA expressed grave
concerns in relation to targets for the sheep sector and
access for hill sheep farmers.
“Organic sheep represent 1.9% of total sheep
production in Ireland, with
72% of organic lambs sold
as conventional in 2016. This
needs to be addressed,” said
INHFA vice-president, Henry
O’Donnell.
“The strategy which out-

lines increased targets for
all commodity sectors with
the exception of sheep is a
major disappointment for
sheep farmers who need
every marketing advantage
in a post-Brexit market,” Mr
O’Donnell added.
“The uncertainty facing
new applicants at the moment is also unacceptable
where applicants are farming
organically since the start of
the year without knowing
whether their application to
join the scheme is successful
or not. With the small number of applications received
the minister should move
to say that all applicants are
successful,” he maintained.
Mr O’Donnell also took
issue with the minimum
stocking rate requirements.
Currently in order to qualify for the maximum rate of
payment there is a minimum
stocking rate requirement of
0.5 LU/ha with pro-rata re-

duced rates for farmers below this.
“In addition, there is no
payment for commonage
land, which is practically organic. All of this effectively
rules out many hill farmers
who due to environmental
requirements have lower
stocking rates imposed on
them that makes access to
the organic scheme impractical. This is absurd as many
of these farmers could easily
transition to organic farming
as their traditional practices
are almost organic anyway,”
Mr O’Donnell pointed out.
“There are many issues
that need to be addressed
and the INHFA is calling on
the minister and his officials
to show more ambition, especially for our beef and
sheep farmers who are in
the best possible position to
transition to organic farming
and drive on the organic sector for the good of all.”
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AGE PROFILE OF FARMERS THAT TOOK SURVEY

% of Farmers based on age profile that have successor identified
Yes

100%

100

Over 66
10%

No

26-40
15%

88%

88%

90

Under 26
1%

61-65
14%

80
70

64%

60

61%
52%

50
40

48%
39%

36%

41-50
25%

30
20

12%

Under 25

26-41

Vincent Roddy

41-50

51-60

61-65

Over 66

51-60
35%

Bar Chart 1

SUCKLER FARMERS SLOW
TO IDENTIFY SUCCESSORS

M

ore than half of farmers aged 41 or over
have still to identify
a successor, while more than
a quarter of those aged 61 or
over have to do the same.
An INHFA survey found
that 53pc of farmers aged 41
or over had still not chosen a
successor.
More surprising, however,
was that 27pc of the respondents aged 61 or over had not
identified a successor.
The survey of 406 farmers
included 341 who were aged
41 or over, and 98 farmers
aged 61 and over.
While just 36pc of farmers

A NEW FARM
RETIREMENT
SCHEME IS
BADLY NEEDED

12%

10
0

aged between 41 and 50 had an
identified successor, this figure
increased to 52pc for those
aged between 51 and 60.
In the 61-65 age bracket,
61pc of farmers had an identified successor, while this figure rose to 88pc for those aged
66 and over.
Just 16pc of the farmers
surveyed were under the age
of 41. A quarter of the respondents were aged between 41
and 50, while 35pc were in the
51-60 age bracket. Close to a
quarter (26pc) of the farmers
surveyed were aged 61 or over.
The survey’s findings will
come as little surprise to those
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working in the farming sector
who have raised fears of land
abandonment and of excess afforestation in parts of the west
and northwest due to the age
profile of farmers and the absence of planned succession.
Commenting on the survey, Vincent Roddy of the
INHFA said it was concerning
that 39pc of farmers between
the ages of 60 and 65 had no
successor identified.
“A wider survey on this particular group may be required to
help establish why this is the
case and what can be done to
address it,” Mr Roddy noted.
“Ensuring there are young

Seán Buckley
farmers coming in is critical
to the future of the industry.
Clearly, succession is an issue that needs careful consideration for both the potential
new entrant and for the farmer that is retiring,” Mr Roddy
said.
“This survey was conducted on farmers with cattle and
sheep that farm largely on hill
and high nature value farmland. It would be interesting
to see if similar results were
coming through on other farming sectors,” he added.

Succession is never an easy topic for any farmer to navigate.
However, the INHFA survey highlights two obvious
issues.
The first is that older farmers need to be willing to retire. The second is that young farmers need to be willing
to take on the farm.
Neither one is a given these days.
For many older farmers income stability in retirement is a major concern. That is why the INHFA has been
promoting the concept of a farm retirement scheme.
We also see the need for an awareness campaign targeted at all farmers over 60 on the issue of succession.
This campaign should cover the tax implications for
both the young and older farmer, and issues such as the
Fair Deal Scheme.
In relation to young farmers, a major drawback for
new entrants is that many don’t see a future for them in
farming in terms of being able to contribute in a meaningful way to family income needs.
Part-time farming can deliver somewhat here but offfarm jobs are not available in many rural areas.
Another issue for young farmers is the supports
available. While some have been looked after in terms
of a fairer payment through CAP, there are others - most
notably the Forgotten Farmer Group - that were left behind despite assurances to the contrary.
The sad fact is that this continues to happen which is
why we need to overhaul CAP payments to support the
family farm. Full convergence with a front-loaded payment can achieve the required restructuring.

Gibson Farm Services

RANGE OF ANIMAL HEALTH:
Vaccines,
Sheep dips
Pour ons
& Drenches

Full set €1.40

LISTER SHEEP SHEARING
EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE:
Clippers,
Combs, Cutters
& Spares

Gates, Sheep wire,
Barb wire &
Fencing materials,
including 15 year
guaranteed posts

Drinkers,
Water troughs,
Electric fencing
& general farm
hardware

Twinwall
Pipes
4’’ 6’’
9’’ 12’’

Fertilisers and Range of
Grassland Sprays
in stock

CATTLE & SHEEP
EQUIPMENT:
Creep Feeders,
Troughs,
Hay Baskets,
Sheep Hurdles

Range of Animal
Feeds (bags & bulk)
and Mineral
Supplements
available

EID SHEEP
TAGS

AND MUCH MORE……….ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES!!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT US AT:
Raphoe 074 9145145 | Milford 074 9163344 | Dunfanaghy 074 91 36239
		
Donegaltown 074 9725348 | Stranorlar 074 9175889
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Survey confirms strong backing
for suckler supports
T
Vincent Roddy

here is overwhelming
backing for increased
supports for suckler
farmers, a recent survey of
INHFA members found.
The survey of 406 farmers
was carried out by the INHFA
at meetings throughout the
west and northwest.
In total 96% of those surveyed were in favour of support measures for the suckler
cow, with 2% against and 2%
not indicating any preference.
This figure rose to 99% when
non-suckler farmers were excluded from the sample, with
just 1% against any financial
support.
While the survey did target
suckler farmers at these meetings, there was a number with
no suckler cows. However,
84% of these 96 respondents
favoured a financial package
to help the suckler sector.
In relation to the possibility
of delivering any new payment through coupled support
by a cut to the Basic Payment
in Pillar 1, 72% of those surveyed were against this proposal (see Chart 1).
Unsurprisingly, opposition
rose to 80% for farmers with
no suckler cows, who clearly
don’t relish the idea of a cut
to their payments without any

possibility of recovering it
through a coupled measure.
Suckler farmer support for
a coupled payment from the
Basic Payment was highest
among farmers with over
25 cows. Support for such a
measure reduced depending
on cow numbers.
When asked what form any
support measure should take,
there was a clear preference
(57%) among farmers with
sucklers for a welfare-type
scheme (see Chart 2).
The success of the relatively uncomplicated Sheep
Welfare Scheme and fond
memories of the old Suckler
Welfare Scheme, which operated from 2008 to 2012, are
possible influences here.
While a considerable number of farmers are unimpressed with the Beef Data
and Genomics Programme
(BDGP), 28% of suckler
farmers surveyed did indicate
a preference for a scheme
similar to this, but it was
more popular among farmers
with larger herd sizes. Half
the farmers with more than
25 cows indicated that this
was their preferred option.
On the idea of targeting or
front-loading payments on a
set number of cows or wean-

lings 82% of suckler farmers
supported this option, with
15% against the idea, and
3% not indicating any preference.
On what level of stock any
front-loaded payment should
be targeted towards, 37%
were in favour of limiting the
payment to the first 10 cows,
with decreasing percentages
favouring other options (See
Graph 3).

FUTURE PLANS

Surprisingly,
considering
all the negativity around
the sector, just 14% of those
surveyed plan to decrease
suckler numbers, with 12%

Would you agree with a coupled payment involving
a cut to your Basic Payment and if so at what rate?

planning to increase.
Six out of 10 respondents
indicated that they would
hold the numbers they currently have, while 14% didn’t
indicate any preference.
Just 28% of the suckler
farmers surveyed said they
had joined the BEEP scheme,
with this figure dropping to
19% for farmers with under
10 cows. In contrast, BEEP
membership increases to 29%
for farmers with between 10
and 20 cows. For farmers
with herds over 20 cows there
was a significant increase,
with 67% of farmers joining.
This confirms the view of
many farmers that BEEP was

not really suitable for those
with smaller herd sizes.
On the question of a payment for a biodiversity measure in any new agri-environmental scheme for traditional
cattle breeds (paying up to
€150/cow) 84% of farmers
supported this measure, with
16% against.
A measure similar to this
was previously available
through REPS and if implemented would encourage and
recognise the role cattle have
in improving biodiversity on
uplands and high nature value farmlands.

If we are to front-load payments on the
cow
or PAYMENTS
weanling
- then
where
IF WEsuckler
ARE TO FRONT
-LOAD
ON THE
SUCKLER
COW
OR
WEANLING
– THEN
WHERE
should
the
limit
be?SHOULD THE LIMIT BE?

What is your preferred option in supporting a
payment to theTHE
suckler
cow?
SUCKLER COW

Would you agree with a coupled payment involving a cut to your Basic Payment and if so at whatW
rate?
HAT IS YOUR PREFERRED OPTION IN SUPPORTING A PAYMENT TO

Between 10-18% Cut
15%

No Preference
4%

No reply
8%
Similar to BDGP
28%

1st 30 Cows
12%

Between 5-10% Cut
5%

1st 10 Cows
37%

Cut of less than 5%
4%

Against Coupled
Payment
72%

Pie Chart 1

Coupled Payment
7%

Pie chart 1

Didn’t Indicate
8%

Welfare Option
57%

Pie Chart 2

1st 19 Cows
20%

Pie chart 2

1st 15 Cows
23%

Pie chart 3
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Tel; 052 915 3102
Web; www.mullinahonecoop.ie

Fax; 052 915 3512
Email; eurotags@mull-coop.ie

POST FREE to M.C.D.S., FREEPOST, Mullinahone, Co. Tipperary.

OFFICIAL SHEEP TAG ORDER FORM
Name:

.........................................................................

Address: .........................................................................
Email:

.........................................................................

EID Slaughter Tags
Option 1

Flock No. :
Tel No. : .........................................

(For Lambs going direct to Slaughter)

Bubblegum EID Tag (Yellow) Qty:

@ €00.95 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:

Please order in multiples of 10

EID Tag
Reader
The new
AWR300
represents
the next
generation of
RFID stick
readers.
It combines
great reading
range with an
outstanding
long operation
time, a large
display, an
extensive
memory and
many smart
features for
increased
functionality.

Option 2

Qwik EID Tag (Yellow)

@ €00.95 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:

-

Qty:
@ €17.00 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:
Qwik EID Tagger
(Qwik EID Tags can only be applied with the Qwik EID Tagger)

-

Button EID Tag (Yellow)

@ €1.10 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:

-

Qty:
@ €22.00 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:
Button EID Tagger
(Same Tagger applies both Button Slaughter Tag and Tag Sets)

-

Qty:

Please order in multiples of 10

Option 3
Qty:

Please order in multiples of 8

EID Tags Sets

Bubblegum
EID/Visual Tag Set

Qty:

@ €1.18 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:

-

Please order in multiples of 5

EID Tag Set Tagger

Qty:

@€20.00 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:

-

(Same Tagger applies both Bubblegum Slaughter Tag and Bubblegum Tag Sets)

Mini / Electronic/Ultra
Qty:
Tag Set

@ €1.40 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:

-

Please order in multiples of 4

Signature:

@ €22.00 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:
EID Tag Set Tagger Qty:
(Same Tagger applies both Button Slaughter Tag and Tag Sets)

-

Insert Cost of Upgrade Electronic Tags here if required

€ Cost:

-

Insert Cost of Management Discs here if required

€ Cost:

-

Insert Cost of Blank Management Tags here if required

€ Cost:

-

Insert Cost of Printed Management Tags here if required

€ Cost:

-

Permanent Marker

€ Cost:

-

Qty:

............................................................

Method of Payment: - tick box
Cheque:
Est 1893

-

Qty:
@ €20.00 each (inc. VAT) € Cost:
Bubblegum EID Tagger
(Same Tagger applies both Bubblegum Slaughter Tag and Bubblegum Tag Sets)

@ €4.00 (inc. VAT)

Postage (inc VAT @23%)

052 915 3102
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Debit card:

Postal Order:
Credit Card:

Date: ..................

Total:

Card No.:
Card Expiry Date:

Credit Card CVV No;

€6.52
-
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Mol an óige agus
tiocfaidh siad
Brendan O’Malley

I

s Connemara bucking the
trend with regard to the
age profile of farmers nationally?
The availability of Green
Cert courses in the area is
certainly bringing new blood
into the industry, with 80
young people securing Level
5 and Level 6 qualifications
over the last few years.
It all began in Letterfrack
in 2013 when the first group
of Green Cert students commenced their education programme.
This Green Cert programme was brought about
by a collaboration of three
groups: the Galway-Roscommon Education Training
Board (GRETB), Teagasc and
Forum Connemara Ltd.
Letterfrack was chosen
as the first delivery centre, as
it was a GRETB centre, and
also it was centrally located.
Up to this point young farmers who wanted to enrol on a
Green Cert course had to travel to Athenry or Mountbellew,
quite a considerable distance.
The first green Cert programme had 22 students, all

completed the programme
both Level 5 and Level 6. Later another centre was added in
Oughterard.
Approximately 80 students have completed the
Green Cert programme in the
Connemara area over the last
five years and there is continual demand for the courses.
The GRETB has selected modules to deliver in the
two centres that are in line
with farming practices in the
region. Change in practice in
the future may necessitate the
inclusion of additional modules that have already been
written and developed by the
Education Training Board
(ETB) collaborative project.
The GRETB has specifically
chosen modules in beef and
sheep husbandry as these are
modules that are very pertinent to Connemara.
The great thing about this
Green Cert programme is that
it has worked. The groups
coming together was the key.
Each brought its own strength
to the table. And whereas no
one of the groups would have
delivered the result, their
combined strength brought
the Green Cert programme to

the area.
Eighty young trained
farmers are a huge resource
for the area going forward, not
to mention the young farmer
top-up on the Basic Payment.
This has brought money into
the area where generally farm
income was low.
We must not forget the
educational achievement attained by these young farmers, FETAC Level 5 and 6.
Many had left school early
to work in the building trade.
Now they are back, but this
time with an educational
qualification.
Many of these young
farmers have, and are developing, their farms to a modern
standard, while also keeping
traditional practices in hill
farming alive.
I was reading a survey
done by INHFA this week
about the age profile of farmers and how there are almost
60% of farmers over the age
of 50, while only 16% are under 40.
Maybe we are bucking
the trend in Connemara - let’s
hope so.
• Brendan O’Malley is
INHFA’s national treasurer

GALLOWAYS
CONTINUING TO
MAKE INROADS
ON OUR UPLANDS

Working together with our livestock suppliers.

Sean Martin

T

Kepak Athleague:
Beef: Frank Clarke: 087 255 1665
Lamb: Michael Geoghegan: 086 047 0471
David Mannion: 086 025 8748
Kepak Cork:
Peter O’Keeffe: 087 797 0023
Simon Aylward: 086 826 8614
Kepak Clare:
Brian Delaney: 086 028 8941
Follow us on:
110793 KEPAK Farmex Event A5.indd 1

he last two years has seen unprecedented interest in what
Galloway cattle can deliver for
our uplands.
The concept of all-year-round
grazing is definitely catching on as
many hill farmers start to consider
other options in relation to how they
manage their uplands, whilst also delivering a better profit margin through
lower input costs.
The progress of the Galloways
over the last two years has necessitated a number of Galloway producers to
come together with a number of Belted Galloway producers in bringing
a processor on board to help market
this unique beef. It is high in beneficial Omega 3 and Omega 6 fatty acids
- making it as good as salmon.
At a meeting held in Monaghan
this March - which was attended by
members of the Galloway Society in
Scotland, including Scott McKinnion
and secretary Dorothy Gouldie - up
to 100 farmers who attended were
advised on the best route to take in
terms of working with a processor.
Since then, talks commenced with
a processor which are proving to be

Kepak Clonee:
David Coyne: 086 043 1513
Dermot O’Connor: 086 418 5603
Kepak Kilbeggan:
Eamon Phelan: 086 607 6555
McCarren Meats:
Karl O’Sullivan: 087 286 6060

www.kepak.com
21/08/2018 10:28

quite productive and there is an expectation that a market for Galloway
beef will open this summer.
The market will be on a trial basis but we are confident that it will
develop and grow over time and provide Galloway producers with a major
boost in terms of other options.
The fact that most of the Galloway
beef in Ireland is produced from our
hills and high nature value farmland
in extensive farming systems provides it with a clear marketing advantage in terms of increased biodiversity, as well as a low or neutral carbon
footprint.
In the coming months and years
we anticipate growing interest in Galloway cattle. Indeed, there may already be Galloway farmers out there
who we have not heard from and who
can contribute in terms of breeding
stock, marketing, beef supply or herd
management and animal husbandry
tips.
Anyone interested in learning
more about Galloway cattle or wishing to get involved in promoting the
breed should contact Sean Martin on
087 0557027.
• Sean Martin is INHFA Donegal
county secretary
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STATE INACTION ON DOG CONTROL
IS ENSURING HEAVY LOSSES FOR
SHEEP FARMERS
I
Pat Frain

naction by Government in
delivering meaningful dog
control measures is resulting in heavy losses on many of
our sheep farmers, the INHFA
maintains.
“The laws on dog control
will have to be fully enforced
to halt the devastation dog attacks are inflicting on sheep
flocks throughout the country,”
insisted Colm O’Donnell, INHFA president.
“At national and county
level we have seen a complete
abdication of responsibilities
by the powers that be resulting
in no control on dogs and no
penalties for their irresponsible
owners,” Mr O’Donnell maintained.
He said the “scattered approach to dog control” by Government illustrated the lack of
commitment on this matter.
Currently the licensing of
dogs comes under the control
of the Department of Community and Rural Development,
while microchipping is the responsibility of the Department
of Agriculture. Meanwhile, the

county councils that employ
the dog wardens are under the
control of the Department of
Environment and Local Government.
Although the Department
of Agriculture is responsible
for the microchipping of dogs
since 2015, it has no data on
the number of animals microchipped as this data is held by
private companies.
It is understood that there
are four database organisations
operating under the regulations; Animark, Fido, the Kennel Club and Microdog.ie. All
data in respect of the numbers
of dogs microchipped is held
by the four databases.
More than 200,000 dog licences were issued by the Department of Community and
Rural Development in 2017.
However, no data is available
on the number of unlicensed
dogs.
“This scattered approach
will continue to ensure no
accountability for irresponsible dog owners, while sheep
farmers are left in limbo,” Mr

O’Donnell said.
“Decisive action needs to be
taken and the first step in this
is to bring all responsibility
on this under one roof which
should we believe be the Department of Agriculture,” he
added.
“Having the Department in
control will allow for back-up
to the dog wardens through the
DAFM’s inspectors who could
once again be viewed as helpful to farmers, especially those
with sheep,” Mr O’Donnell
explained.
“By having everything under one Department there is
also the clear advantage of
cross referencing what dogs
are licensed and what dogs are
microchipped, while also ensuring the resources are there
to follow dog owners who
have done neither.”
The INHFA leader stressed
the need for a national media
campaign to raise awareness of
the direct consequence for dog
owners in not complying with
the law and their obligations.
He maintained that such a

campaign should involve TV
and radio ads similar to what
was there in the 1970s and is
currently there for the TV licence.
“We also need to see full
enforcement of the laws and
fines that are there, with a
commitment to ensure that the
resources in terms of personnel

are put in place to deliver on
this,” Mr O’Donnell said.
“Unfortunately, this issue
won’t be sorted overnight, but
if decisive action is taken now,
we can ensure that this scourge
is dealt with over the next two
years,” he added.
Mr O’Donnell appealed to
all dog owners to do the right

WALSH SAWMILLS
Kilarrery, Cork

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
Contact Pat 0879582224
or Darren 0871275556
Email: pawalsh007@hotmail.com

Larch Stakes that out-lasts any treated Stakes
‘Guaranteed’
Bale of 50 5ft stakes €184 (includes vat)
Bale of 50 6ft stakes €246 (includes vat)
All posts are 3’’ x 3’’ square
Also available 6ft strainers 6’’ x 6’’ square @ €15 each + vat

thing and ensure their dog is
controlled at all times.
It is estimated that 300 to
400 dog attacks take place
each year, with around 3,000
to 4,000 sheep injured and
killed in total. This is an average of around 10 sheep killed
or injured in each attack.
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ECONOMIC VALUE
OF MARGINAL
AND HILL LAND
CANNOT BE
UNDERESTIMATED
Micheál McDonnell

F

arming is at the heart
of all activity in the uplands. Without a viable
farming industry these regions would lack the economic engine which has helped
sustain local communities
and maintain the pristine hill
and mountain landscapes and
environments that attract millions of visitors each year.
The Government needs to
take this on board in the next
round of CAP negotiations
and ensure that agriculture
and food production in these
areas are supported so that
hill farming is sustainable and
successful.
In Ireland hill farmers face
unique challenges. Farming
on the hills is a tough life, and
farmers’ incomes have taken a
hit due to very poor returns on
the animals produced.
It is vital that the Government recognises the strategic
importance of the uplands and
the huge array of positives
that farming in these regions
delivers.
Yes there is a CAP budget
- which ensures a guaranteed
supply of cheap food within
Europe - but don’t forget that
€5 is generated in the local
economy for every euro in
payments farmers receive.
The farmer by his nature will
spend and rural towns and
villages benefit as a consequence.
However, there is more to
hill farming than economics.
Hill farmers produce quality,
safe and traceable food. In
addition, the hills are a crucial
water source for the country.
Meanwhile, hill farmers’
land management practices support biodiversity, they
maintain unique upland environments, facilitate the recreational use of our hill and
mountain regions, and help
support communities in the
country’s most under-populated areas.

HILLS AND OUR
ECONOMY

In 2003, the number of visitors to Ireland who participated in hill walking or hiking
was 168.000; in 2016, the

figure had risen to almost 2.1
million. Applying average
spending by overseas tourists
to the latter figure means the
market segment was worth at
least €1.25 billion to the Irish
economy, and this is without
taking account of revenues
from domestic hikers.
As well as being a primary
farming entity, the hills and
uplands of Ireland provide the
backdrop for profitable recreational activities and diversification enterprises, such as
accommodation in our hotels,
tourism companies, walking
clubs, and the list goes on.
This is all well and good but
the farmer at the heart of this
who owns the land is not seeing his income increasing as
a result of the higher visitor
numbers.
This has to change.
‘Friendly, hospitable people’ and ‘beautiful scenery’
consistently rank in over 90%
of responses as an important
reason for considering Ireland
for a holiday. Across all the
main overseas tourist markets, ‘Irish people’ and ‘scenery’ are the top two reasons
why visitor expectations are
exceeded.
Farmers are delivering on
both these fronts, given that
they are the keepers of the
environment, and the people
who hill walkers are most
likely to encounter.
I remember walking sheep

home for shearing when I was
10 years old with my father
and brother and three dogs.
Two car loads of yanks, as we
called them then, stopped and
asked politely could they take
a photo. We duly obliged and
one month later we had received a lovely letter and four
Minnesota Viking baseball
hats.
The same visitors have returned to Ireland on numerous
occasions since and take pride
in the walking stick over their
fireplace that was given to
them by my farther over 30
years ago. To this day they
still send cards and they travelled back again this year to
visit. That’s what the farmer
is cultivating for the tourist
sector by his way of life and
the hospitality he shows.
The Government would not
want to harm the goose that
is laying this golden egg by
turning its back on the traditional hill farmer.
Therefore, the capital asset
that the farmer owns needs to
be appreciated by third-party
interests; and the public good
that the farmer is providing
needs to be rewarded in next
round of CAP. Access to the
hills has to be sought and no
walkers has any right to walk
those hills unless the consent
to do so is given by the farmer. Any person who walks on
the lands of any landowner
does so at their own risk and

has to have permission.
It is totally unacceptable
that a landowner should find
themselves facing a lawsuit
through no fault of their own.
In short, farmers must be
fully indemnified from all
risk, and they should also be
rewarded for the public good
they are providing when they
grant access.

ENVIRONMENT

Just 3% of the world’s soil is
peatland and 20% of this is in
Ireland. However, this 3% sequesters more carbon than all
the trees in the world.
Does this figure not tell us
that we should change our focus from planting large tracts
of lands with sitka spruce and
firs and protect our boglands
instead.
Large amounts of carbon,
fixed from the atmosphere

into plant tissues through
photosynthesis, are locked
away in peat soils, representing a valuable global carbon
store.
It is estimated that peatlands contain on average
5,000 tonnes of carbon per
hectare and absorb carbon
from the air at 0.7 tonnes per
hectare per year. Globally,
peat bogs contain more carbon than the world’s entire
tropical rainforests.
Ireland is unique from
an international perspective
because our small island
contains roughly 8% of the
world’s blanket bogs, which
are protected under international and EU legislation.
According to the Irish Peatland Conservation Council
(IPCC), intact Irish peatlands
are estimated to store 1,085
Mega tonnes (Mt) of carbon.
This corresponds to 53% of
all soil carbon stored in the
island of Ireland.
What is the value of this?
One carbon credit (or carbon
‘offset’) is a closely regulated
certificate representing a reduction of one metric ton of
carbon dioxide being released
into the atmosphere. Currently, carbon credits are trading
for around €26 per tonne.

WATER QUALITY

Almost 82% of Ireland’s
drinking water comes from
surface water, (i.e. rivers and
lakes), which in turn have
their origin in upland areas.
The upland farmer plays a key
role in delivering clean water
by proactively keeping this
land in a good state and pro-

tecting the grasses and heathers and habitats that naturally
filters the water. This saves
water schemes and local government millions of euro as
less chemicals are needed to
remove sediment and bacteria
from water supplies.

BIODIVERSITY
ATTRIBUTES

Efforts by farmers to protect
upland habitats are ongoing
through sustainable grazing,
avoiding erosion, and managing wildfire risk. All of these
actions also help protect the
carbon locked in peat soils.
Heather is a great source of
forage for sheep and cattle in
winter offering a feed source
when other species are not
growing. Heather’s nectar
and pollen offer nourishment
for bees, flies and moths – the
country’s undervalued pollinators.
Heather also supports a
further 30 insects or more, its
shoots feed hares and grouse.
Meanwhile, lichens, mosses
and rare liverworts shelter beneath its stems.
So now when you drive
along the Wild Atlantic Way
or Ireland’s Ancient East, or
walk the Glen of Aherlow,
make sure that you appreciate all the attributes that this
pristine countryside is giving
back to society from an agricultural viewpoint. And don’t
forget the huge benefits delivered from an environmental
and biodiversity standpoint.
• Micheál McDonnell is
INHFA national secretary
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RURAL SOCIAL
SCHEME
LOOKING FOR
FARMERS

S

outh West Mayo Development Company
CLG is offering parttime work through the Rural Social Scheme (RSS).
Positions are available on
the RSS in the southwest
Mayo area.
Positions include parttime work in local community organisations, maintenance of community centres, sports clubs and Tidy
Towns groups, and other
areas such as Meals on
Wheels, childcare, eldercare, administration work
etc.
Applicants must be
linked to an active family
farm or the fishing industry,
and must live in the southwest Mayo area.
The RSS is primarily
aimed at the farmer/fisherperson in the household, but
spouses, partners, brothers,
sisters, adult daughters or
sons may be eligible if they
meet the criteria set down
by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection.
To be eligible to work
on the RSS you must be in
receipt of a social welfare

payment, such as Jobseekers Allowance, Farm Assist
or Disability Allowance,
One Parent Family Payment or Widows Pension.
On RSS you retain your
current social welfare payment with an additional
top-up. You will also benefit by making a PRSI contribution.
The minimum weekly payment on the RSS is
€220.50. Those on a reduced social welfare payment will be brought up
to €220.50 per week when
you join the RSS. For example, someone currently
receiving €110 per week
on Farm Assist will earn
€225.50 when on RSS.
Those on a social welfare payment over €225.50
per week will gain an extra
€22.50 per week while on
RSS.
Anyone interested in a
position on the RSS should
contact our Balla office on
094 9366692 for a confidential enquiry or call Tom
Carolan on 087 2196930
or email tcarolan@southmayo.com.
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FORUM Connemara CLG

F

ORUM
Connemara
CLG is a rural development
partnership
company comprised of voluntary, community and statutory
bodies.
FORUM Connemara is
delighted to promote its
new programme called the
Ability Programme/Cumas
Chonamara. It seeks to support young people with disabilities (15-29 years) to become more employable.
The programme covers the
entire Connemara region and
supports people with a wide
range of disability types, such
as: a physical or sensory disability, a mental health condition, a hidden disability, an
intellectual disability, an acquired disability or an autistic
spectrum diagnosis.
The type of support or intervention that will be provided depends on the wishes of
the individual and their capabilities.
The Ability Programme/
Cumas Chonamara team will
develop an individualised
support plan around each eligible participant which will
include their employment
aspirations,
experiences,
abilities, skills and potential
obstacles in partaking in the
intervention.
Support or interventions
could include educational
training courses, non-accredited training courses, and
pre-employment courses such
as CV preparation. The programme supports participants
with regard to independent
living and to increase their so-

cial skills.
This programme seeks to
address unemployment issues facing individuals with
disabilities, in particular, individuals who are isolated in
rural areas.
While employment for
people with disabilities is an
extremely difficult issue in
urban areas, individuals who
live in rural Ireland have additional challenges such as
poor transportation services,
poor personal assistant services, and difficulty in accessing training and educational
resources.
The Ability Programme/
Cumas Chonamara is centred
on the principles of personcenteredness and inclusion, as
such our aim is to promote the
participation and presence of
individuals with disabilities
within the local community.
We also strive to empower
young individuals by building
confidence, capabilities and
promoting independence.
Our ethos of inclusivity
and diversity also means that
we aim to accept participants
with varying types of disabilities.
In addition to providing
services to young people
with disabilities, FORUM
Connemara also aims to promote networks and provide
services for employers to
promote a more inclusive and
diverse approach to the work
force.
It is now more important
than ever that employers have
the ability to recruit and select
the most appropriate candi-

date for the position on offer
- regardless of whether that
person has a disability.
The costs associated with
getting recruitment wrong –
i.e. reviewing performances,
terminating contracts, further recruitment campaigns
and retraining – is something
employers would all rather
avoid.
FORUM Connemara understands that it may be difficult for employers who
wish to diversify their staff
and may not know how to go
about doing it.
Therefore, we provide information and advice to employers on the supports available to make them aware of
the benefits of hiring individuals with varying disabilities.
Due to the geographical
spread of the programme covering the Municipal District
of Connemara, the area has

been split between the four
staff members.
Karen Mannion (coordinator) and project officers Adam
Delapp, Katie O’Halloran and
Cathy Keane are all employed
under the programme.
Each individual is extremely passionate and motivated
about the programme and
are already in the process of
meeting individuals.
Further information can be
found on Facebook, twitter
and Instagram under Forum
Ability. The team looks forward to receiving enquiries
from individuals, family
members, disability services
and employers alike, in relation to services the programme can provide.
We hope by the end of our
two-and-a-half-year remit to
not only make a significant
difference in the life of a person with a disability but also
to promote disability awareness and employment issues,
while increasing opportunities.
“Ability is co-financed by
the Irish Government and the
European Social Fund as part
of the ESF Programme for
Employability, Inclusion and
Learning 2014-2020.”
forumconnemara.ie
095-41116
info@forumconnemara.ie

LUKE MING
FLANAGAN MEP
TAKING THE JOB SERIOUSLY.
lukeming
lukemingflanagan
lukemingflanagan
www.lukemingflanagan.ie
lukeming.flanagan@europarl.europa.eu
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BREXIT – A
SIGNIFICANT
CHALLENGE
Minister Michael Creed

F

armers are the beating
heart of Irish agriculture. Irish agriculture
has faced significant challenges in the past and working
together we have overcome
these difficulties.
Indeed, it was the agrifood sector which was a shining light that helped the Irish
economy recover from the last
recession through increased
exports and employment.
Brexit is another enormous challenge facing Ireland, in particular the agrifood sector.
The UK is Ireland’s largest export destination for agrifood products, valued at €5.5
billion in 2018. Similarly, Ireland is also the UK’s largest
agri-food export destination,
valued at €4.4 billion.
The overwhelming economic analysis on Brexit is
that it is bad for both Ireland
and the UK. The imposition

of tariffs on Irish agri-food
products and the additional
paperwork required in a ‘No
Deal’ Brexit will affect the
competitiveness of Irish agrifood.
I welcome the European Council decision which
averted a disorderly Brexit on
April 12, and which sets out
a pathway aimed at delivering
an orderly UK withdrawal.
While the House of Commons has been clear that it
does not want a ‘No Deal’
Brexit, without an agreed way
forward in Westminster, such
an outcome remains a possibility so we must be vigilant
and continue our ‘No Deal’
preparations.
To help mitigate the impacts on the sector I have
introduced a number of budgetary measures over the last
three years aimed at helping
farmers, improving competitiveness and supporting mar-

ket and product diversification.
These measures included
a €78m package in Budget
2019 - providing an additional €43m directly to farmers.
This inluded €23m in additional funding for the ANC
scheme and €20m for the
Beef Environmental Efficiency Pilot which complements
the €300m Beef Data and Genomics Programme.
The recently launched
DBEI/DAFM “Future Growth
Loan Scheme” will provide
€300m of long-term strategic
investment loans available to
eligible Irish businesses, including farmers and the agrifood sector. These loans can
be applied for through the
Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland (SBCI).
I have provided funding
of €49.723m to Bord Bia to
undertake additional activities to support the food and
drink sectors in addressing the
market challenges relating to
Brexit.

In the last two years I and my
ministerial colleague Andrew
Doyle have undertaken trade
missions to the Gulf Region,
Mexico, Japan and Korea,
Hong Kong, US, Canada,
China, Indonesia and Malaysia and most recently Turkey.
This is part of an extensive trade mission itinerary
planned for 2019 which includes China, Japan and South
Korea, Algeria and Egypt.
We have also successfully opened the beef market to
China, with a number of ap-

proved Irish beef establishments listed.
While the immediate
prospect of a no-deal Brexit has waned, my officials
are continuing preparatory
arrangements to ensure that
our state of readiness is maintained and enhanced against
the backdrop of what continues to be an uncertain political environment. For further
information please see www.
agriculture.gov.ie.
Whilst Ireland doesn’t
want Brexit, if it happens Ire-

land wants as close as possible a trading relationship with
the UK, including continued
free access to the UK market,
without tariffs and with minimal additional customs and
administrative procedures.
I will continue to work to
mitigate the impacts of Brexit on the agri-food sector and
thereby ensure a vibrant agriculture sector that supports
farm families and the rural
economy.

Immediate compensation package
needed for Ireland’s beef farmers
Charlie McConalogue TD

U

rgent action is needed to safeguard farmers in the beef sector.
Depressed prices since last
autumn, and the potential
doomsday from a no deal
Brexit, mean the government
and EU must deliver an aid
package immediately to beef
farmers.
In March, Fianna Fáil
successfully passed a private
members’ motion with 14
policy actions in the Dáil to
highlight the urgent actions
needed to safeguard the livelihoods of farmers’ in the beef
sector.
This included immediately requesting Brexit mitigation funding for farmers.
This involved seeking market
disturbance aid for beef and
other vulnerable sectors under CAP’s Common Market
Organisation Regulation.

While government have
confirmed that an application
has been submitted to the European Commission for an
aid package, detail is thin on
the ground about how funding would be made available
to farmers if approved.
Any such compensation
scheme should include all finished animals, including dry
cows. It is important to include all parts of the finishing
sector in any such scheme in
order to restore confidence to
the market.
A hard Brexit would lead
to fully tariffed trade on WTO
terms between Ireland and the
UK on certain food products
and result in an estimated
tariff rate of 70% for beef
at a cost approaching €800
million. This would lead to
many beef farmers going
to the wall.		

Regrettably, government’s urgency to date has been sluggish as demonstrated by the
‘hands-off’ approach taken to
the increased number of calf
exports to the continent this
spring.

Shockingly, the government has failed to put up any
fight at EU level during Mercosur discussions and accepted the Commission’s offer of
at least 70,000 extra tonnes of
South American beef into Eu-

rope.
The Taoiseach’s comments regarding meat consumption have greatly angered beef and sheep farmers across the country as it
has undermined State poli-

cy and Bord Bia’s ongoing
work to promote and expand
Irish meat access in markets
abroad.
In my party’s Dáil motion, we highlighted how vital
it was to ensure that the next
CAP is fully funded to ensure
the main income stream of
farmers in vulnerable sectors
is protected, while working
towards achieving a €200
suckler cow payment.
We are also calling for a
full review of the QPS grid,
the four movements rule and
more robust measures around
carcase trim and grading, including publishing details of
on-the-spot fines for factories
breaching carcase trimming
rules.
As the main opposition
party in the Dáil, we will continue to campaign for these
actions outlined in our motion and hold government to
account on their delivery.
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PUSHING FOR
EQUALITY IN CAP
REFORM
Luke ‘Ming’ Flanagan

M

y overarching
aim in this CAP
reform, which
will set the agenda for the
period 2020 to 2027, is
to ensure that all farmers,
farming all types of land,
get equally supported. If
properly implemented, the
CAP has great potential to
underpin the viability of
rural areas.
To achieve this I tabled
amendments, that were adopted, that will mean full
convergence of payments
by 2027. In addition, I
supported the Commission
proposal for a redistributive (front-loaded) payment on the first hectares.
This is a positive step forward to creating a fair and
equitable system of payments in the future.
To those who maintain that convergence of
payments will impact negatively on the most productive sectors, I would
say the stats simply do not
bear this out. Department
of Agriculture data clearly
shows that there is minimal differences in stocking
rates despite massive differences in payment levels.
To those who are
scaremongering
saying
that this will disproportionally hit those with
high entitlements on a
small number of hectares I
would ask them to read and
understand the package in
full. Member States must
allocate a minimum of 5%
to a redistributive payment
on the first hectares. This
facility will allow a top-up
payment on the first hectares, which can be used to
bolster those with smaller
holdings.
It is worth pointing out
that I supported the Commission proposal to allow
100% (double payment)
on the first hectares. The
EPP-ALDE position was
a 25% top up. During negotiations we got this increased to a more realistic
65%. This has the potential to deliver in excess of
€400 on the first hectares if

a Member state wishes to
implement this to its maximum.
Other areas where my
amendments made important changes include:
• On land eligibility, as
a result of amendments I
tabled, agroforestry and
paldiculture
(farming
wetlands) will now be regarded as an ‘agricultural
activity’. In addition, landscape features can now be
included in the agricultural
area. These changes should
give Member States the
necessary flexibility to address this contested issue.
• I saw the newly introduced GAEC II worded,
“the appropriate protection
of wetlands and peatlands”,
as a threat to farmers working marginal lands. We
had this rephrased to read
“maintenance of wetlands
and peatlands”. In the
course of negotiations this
has been further reduced to
“maintenance of wetlands
and peatlands in sensitive
parts of Natura 2000 areas”.
• A major source of frustration for farmers is the
lack of clarity on rules and
a working appeals procedure where penalties are
being applied. I introduced
amendments that will
mean that Member States
must establish a functionally independent mediation

body in charge of re-examining the decisions taken
by the managing authorities when they implement
national strategic plans for
agriculture.
• The threat to part-time
farmers is another area
where we tabled important amendments. I deleted
wording from the Commission text that potentially
could have excluded parttime farmers for payments.
Many farmers on smaller
holdings, work with what
they have, farm their land
to its capacity but have no
option but to seek off-farm
work to generate a living
wage.
These are just some
my amendments. in total
I tabled 148 amendments
to the CAP strategic plan
across Pillar I and Pillar
II. I believe that they will
make a positive contribution and offer substantial
simplification, transparency and fairness across the
entire system.
The vote in the European Parliament’s Agri
Committee is the first of
three hurdles to cross in
finalising a new CAP.
The Committee position has to go before a
full vote in plenary to establish a Parliament position. After this comes the
negotiations between the
Parliament, Council and
Commission, known as the
“Trilogue’s” to agree a final text.

It’s time for farmers
to break a habit of a
lifetime – Sinn Féin
Matt Carthy

F

armers are often creatures of habit.
This is usually a
good thing. It is as a result of
habit that good practises and
wisdom have been passed
from generation to generation.
Farmers keeping habits have
kept many of our most sacred
rural customs alive.
But this month farmers
most break a habit or risk losing their entire legacy.
For decades now the voting patterns of farmers have
become a habit. The majority
vote for Fine Gael, a substantial minority vote for Fianna
Fáil. Every so often they will
kick-out with a protest vote by
supporting independent candidates, usually in relatively
small numbers.
This habit, if maintained,
will result in the end of the
Irish family farm as we know
it.
Every CAP reform process
has been marked by the fact
that there are fewer farmers in
Ireland, despite there being an
increase in production. The age
profile of farmers increases.
And, arguably causing the other two truths, the inequalities
within Irish agriculture become
more pronounced.
The net result is that margins are ever tightening to such
an extent that many who continue to farm are operating at a
loss. This, clearly is unsustain-

able.
The challenges that have
presented for years have recently become more and more
acute.
The share of profits received by farmers for foodstuffs, for which they are primarily responsible for producing, is still far too low and in
many cases is diminishing. The
grip of the factories and retailers is tightening.
The inequalities within the
CAP payments remain. A small
minority of farm enterprises
continue to draw down the vast
majority of payments, while
most family farmers struggle to
make ends meet.
The EU is engaged in an
aggressive, and dangerous,
trade agenda across the world
that will only add to the volatility faced by Irish farmers.
On top of all of these challenges is of course the potentially greatest threat of all – the
prospect of Brexit.
Only Sinn Féin has a proven track record of being on the
side of the Irish family farm on
all of these issues, at domestic
and EU level, at all times.
We have stood up to the
factories and retail giants. Sinn
Féin reps were the only Irish
MEPs who voted against the
EU Unfair Trading Practices
legislation calling it out for
what it was – a missed opportunity that will do little to force
a rebalancing in the relations
between the corporates and
farmers.

I have led the charge
against the EU’s trade agenda.
Sinn Féin have unapologetically demanded a rebalancing
of CAP payments and for an
upper limit in payments even in
rooms where it was unpopular
to say it.
And, Sinn Féin MEPs put
Irish interests, and especially Irish farming interests, at
the heart of the Brexit process
from day one.
Our record on these, and
other crucial issues including
the impending climate crisis, is
one that deserves support from
farmers in the local and European elections.
If farmers stick to habit on
May 24 then rather than an increased Sinn Féin mandate we
may return to the days of the
Fine Gael/Fianna Fáil duopoly.
Put simply, neither can
be trusted to defend the Irish
family farm in relation to CAP
(either on the overall budget
or its distribution), trade deals,
climate change or challenging
the corporate cartels.
That means that the Irish
family farm, as we know it, is
quite literally at risk of extinction and with it the heart of our
rural communities.
So, this month, we are asking farmers to do something
that doesn’t come naturally. We
are asking you to break a habit.
In order to save all your other
habits. Please, vote Sinn Féin.
• Matt Cartthy is a Sinn
Féin MEP
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INSPECTIONS: THE EYE IN
THE SKY IS WATCHING YOU
Vincent Roddy

W

hen John F Kennedy kicked off the
space race in May
1961 by proposing to Congress that “before this decade
is out the US should commit
to landing a man on the moon
and returning him safely to
Earth” no one could have
foreseen how the long-term
consequence of that would
be satellites monitoring small
farmers in the west of Ireland.
In our previous edition we
outlined the fears of many
farmers regarding Department of Agriculture inspections. However, while onground announced or unannounced audits are the reality
of the inspection process for
most farmers, remote sensing or satellite inspections
are increasingly taking a lead
role in monitoring the Department’s various schemes.
The expectation is that approximately 25% of the country (12,000 sq. Km.) will be

mapped each year and from
this rapid field visits will be
conducted where issues have
been identified. Sometimes
poor imagery due to cloud
cover may be a factor here,
but very often the visits will
relate to boundaries or ineligible areas.

In 2018, 85% of total inspections were remote sensing covering 6,845 cases and
68,300 parcels. This represented approximately 15,800
control requirements across
six schemes.
In 2017 there were a total of 7,043 land eligibility

inspections of which 6,206
were remote sensing inspections, with 895 ground inspections. The remote sensing inspections run from
June to mid December, with
an average of 50 cases a day
completed over 140 working
days.
The Department point out
that the inspection regime is
an EU regulatory necessity
which is an “essential requirement underpinning continued
EU funding for schemes and
must be done right”.
The inspection process involves:
• The verification of the eligible area of parcels:
• Identify ineligible areas/
features and exclude them:
• Identify boundary errors
and correct them:
• Update/digitise in LIPS to
determine eligible area:
• Determine the land cover
and land use:
• Ensure there is a robust
quality control check process
and generate the final results
of inspection.

INSPECTIONS WORKSHOP
IN ERRIS
Liam Lavelle

I

NHFA hosted an information meeting on March 13
last in Bangor Erris parish
hall. A large crowd turned up
to hear Department of Agriculture inspectors outline the
inspection process for the various CAP schemes.
Among the topics discussed were cross-compliance inspections for the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS),
land eligibility, sheep welfare,
ANC and BDGP. Advice was
given on all aspects of inspections in each case.
Several examples were
shown of what was deemed
acceptable and unacceptable
for each scheme, this really
helped to clear up some matters for the farmers present.
It was clear that the inspectorate has a job to do and that
all of their work is open to
further scrutiny.
The second half of the
meeting took the form of a
‘questions and answers’ session.
Farmers were able to put
their question anonymously
through INHFA officers present on the night. This was a

May 15 is the cutoff for BPS and ANC
APPLICATIONS

T

A snap shot of the attendance at the INHFA farm inspections workshop held in Erris

very worthwhile exercise as
it enabled farmers to get answers to specific questions.
As the meeting drew to a
close it was made clear by INHFA president Colm O’Donnell that the association was
there to support farmers who

are experiencing any difficulty with farm inspections and
that if any farmer had worries
or concerns about inspections
they were advised to contact
their local branch officers or
call directly to INHFA head
office.

A subsequent meeting was
held in Glencar, Co Leitrim
on Thursday, March 14 to
facilitate INHFA members in
the Sligo/Leitrim and West
Cavan areas.
• Liam Lavelle is INHFA
Belmullet chair

he closing date for
receipt of applications for the Basic
Payment Scheme (BPS)
and the Areas of Natural
Constraint (ANC) is May
15.
Since last year all applications have to be
made online by the farmer or his approved agent.
It is the farmers’ responsibility to ensure all his/
her land whether owned,
rented of leased, is included in the application.
Amendments can be
made by the farmer or
their advisor up until May
31. These amendments
could for example include changing the area
claimed on.
After this the Department of Agriculture will
carry out preliminary
checks and notify farmers of any issues by June
12. A response will be
required within a stated
timeline from the farmer
in relation to the query.
This timeline is usually

up to two weeks.
Late applications will
be accepted up to and
including Sunday, June 9,
2019. However, the payment on late applications
will be subject to a penalty of 1% per each working day the application is
submitted after the May
15 deadline, in respect of
payments under both the
BPS and ANC.
No payment will be
made on applications
submitted after June 9,
2019, except in force majeure cases.
It is worth noting that
even though a payment
won’t be made on applications lodged after June
9, there is always circumstances where one might
need to submit a BPS application in order to satisfy payment regulations
for another scheme (i.e.
GLAS). So even if a farmer fails to meet these BPS
deadlines, he/she should
still lodge their application.
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CROSS-COMPLIANCE AND LAND Designated land
ELIGIBILITY INSPECTIONS
inspections

I

n recognising the requirement of the Department of
Agriculture to carry our inspections, and the clear fear that
these inspections cause many
farmers, the INHFA organised
two meetings where Department officials outlined the inspection process.
Liam Levelle has given a
summary of the meeting in Bangor Erris. A second meeting was
also held in Glencar, Co Leitrim
and the intention is that further
meetings will be held in due
course.
While the attendance at these
meetings was very good (considering it was at a very busy
time of year) I feel farmers may
benefit from an overview of
what the main issues of concern
were with regard to where the
penalties are applied.
Land eligibility is a major
target for inspections and it revolves around three issues in
particular:
1. Land boundaries;
2. Ineligible features such as
roadways, rock outcrop and
farm buildings;
3. Vegetation – for example, the
encroachment on land by gorse
(whins) and other invasive species or where there is little or no
farming activity. The issue of
wildfires has seen land deemed
ineligible, as too has high vegetation even where grazing is

happening. However, the INHFA continues to work for favourable outcomes on these two
issues where they have arisen.
As outlined elsewhere, most
inspections on land eligibility
are carried out by remote sensing with just over 20% of all
inspections in 2017 receiving
a penalty or reduction. Of the
7,403 inspections carried out,
5,921 cases saw no entitlement
reduction, 1,058 saw a reduction of less than 3%, with 287
having a penalty reduction of
between 3% and 10% imposed.
The remaining 137 saw a penalty reduction of over 10%.
When compared to 2016 we
see a substantially lower penalty
rate at 13%, with 647 farmers
of the 7,101 inspected receiving a penalty of less than 3%,
while 191 received a penalty of
between 3% and 10%. The remaining 86 receiving a penalty
in excess of 10%.
In relation to cross compliance and animal identification
and registration inspections, less
than half (2,027) of the 5,972 inspected in 2017 had no penalties
imposed. A further 2,076 had
minor non-compliance issues
that saw no monetary sanction.
Of the remaining 1,838 or 31%
of farmers who had penalties
imposed, 1,554 had penalties
applied of between 1% and 5%.
A further 172 suffered penalties

F

or farmers with designated land (SACs
and SPAs) or Natura
2000 sites there is a specific regulation in place
which can assist farmers if the land has been
deemed ineligible for
farm payments.
The regulation which
is covered under Article
32 in recognising how
restrictions
imposed
Guest speakers at the farm inspections workshop L-R Tom through
designations
Keating, Dept of Ag senior inspector: Micheal McDonnell
may cause land to beINHFA national secretary: Sinead Mulcahy and David Ryan come ineligible, allows
Dept of Ag inspectors: and Colm O’Donnell INHFA president these lands to remain
eligible for the Basic
of between 5% and 20%, 72 had • Tags (sheep) - 224 were sanc- Payment Scheme (exact
penalties of between 20% and tioned on sheep and goat identi- wording is outlined be100%, with 40 having a 100% fication;
low).
penalty. These penalties are • Pesticides – 57;
the
Unfortunately
applied under both the Statuto- • Protection of soils from eronumber
of
cases
successsion
–
46;
ry Management Requirement
fully pursued through
(SMRs) or Good Agriculture • Food and feed hygiene – 25;
this methodology is exand Environmental Condition • Animal welfare – 21;
• Protection of ground water ceptionally low. In 2016,
(GAEG).
What were the penalties actu- against pollution – 8.
439 cases were assessed
In addition, there were a very
ally imposed for?
through this, with suc• Nitrates - 267 received a pen- small number of sanctions for
alty on Nitrates in relation to conservation of natural habitats cessful outcomes on 41.
and wild birds, pig identifica- Meanwhile, of the 927
protection of water;
• Tags (cattle) - 940 received a tion and registration, welfare to cases assessed in 2017
financial sanction on cattle iden- calves and pigs, and minimum only 13 were eventually
tification and registration;

Thomas Archer (Ballina),
Bunree Road, Ballina,
Co. Mayo. Ph: 096 - 60404

soil cover.

Archers Castlebar,
Newport Road, Castlebar,
Co. Mayo. Ph: 094 - 9021138

deemed eligible.
The INHFA is clearly
concerned that the methodology the Department
of Agriculture is using in
assessing these cases is
not in line with what the
regulation is striving to
achieve. The association
is currently following up
on this with the Department.
Article 32 (2)(b)(i) of
Regulation
(EU)
No
1307/2013
provides
that the following land
is eligible under the Basic Payment Scheme if it
is land, which no longer
complies with the definition of eligible as a result of the implementation of Council Directive
79/409/EEC of 2nd April
1979 on the conservation
of wild birds or Council
Directive 92/43/EEC of
21st May 1992 on the
conservation of natural
habitats and of wild fauna and flora.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
Pictures are for illustration purposes only. All items subject to availability.
Prices are subject to change without notice. Prices are correct at the time of
print. VAT inclusive. All rights reserved. E & OE.
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FOUR STEPS TO
CONTROLLING
WORMS
will take place.
• It also allows the incoming
sheep to pick up the susceptible worm population already
present on your farm. It is the
worms that are resistant not the
sheep, and it is your flock you
are trying to protect not the incoming sheep.

Paul Barnes (MVB)

W

ith anthelmintic resistance now a widespread problem on
farms in Ireland it is essential
to implement the correct worm
treatment plan on an individual farm basis. This can be
achieved by targeting four key
areas.
1.Try to reduce your reliance
on anthelmintics using management options and monitoring where possible.
Use faecal sampling to decide
if/when treatments are necessary. Plan ahead and graze
lambs on lower risk pastures
post weaning. Use mature ewes
to graze contaminated pastures
and reduce future contamination.
2. Always make sure any
treatment you give is fully effective.
Use of the correct product at the
correct dose rate for the accurate weight of the group of animals being treated.
3. Avoid bringing in resistant
worms and/or other parasites
by following a robust quarantine routine.
The aim of quarantine is to minimise the introduction of resistant worms and other diseases
such as sheep scab or foot-rot to
your flock. All sheep introduced
to the flock should be quarantined, including purchased

Paul Barnes
sheep and those returning from
winter grazing etc.
• All sheep should be kept off
pasture for 24-48 hours following arrival, this allows worm
eggs in the faeces to be shed
and avoids contamination of
pasture.
• Treat to remove resistant
strains of worms and sheep
scab.
• Use correct quarantine dose
and use more than one product
from different active ingrediant
groups, this will help to ensure
all resistant worms are killed.
• Turn out to contaminated
pasture and keep isolated for
three weeks.
• This ensures should any resistant worms survive the double dose when they are passed
onto pasture they will be challenged by the existing worm
population and a dilution effect

4. Minimise the selection for
worms that are resistant to
anthelmintics when you treat
sheep.
It is essential to maintain a susceptible worm population on
your farm by avoiding selection
of resistant strains.
• Avoid dose and move, either
turn sheep back onto contaminated pasture for a few days
post treatment or leave a portion of the group untreated.
• Only treat when FEC or clinical signs suggest treatment is
necessary.
• Take post treatment samples
to ensure treatments have been
effective.
• Use correct group of anthelmintics at the correct stage of
the season:
• Group 1 BZ (white) wormers
early for nemotodarius;
• Moving on to Group 2 LV
(yellow) and 3 ML (clear)
wormers mid-season;
• Keep group 4 AD (orange)
and 5 SI (purple) wormers for
late season or as part of a quarantine programme..
• Paul Barnes is from
Kilcoyne and Barnes
Veterinary Surgeons,
Tubbercurry, Co Sligo.

Check out our new Online Banking & Mobile App
Logon to www.tubbercurrycu.ie and click on
Member Online Access

to Register today
Mobile App available to download on

Access your Credit Union Account anytime, anywhere!
•
•

View your account details & balances

Transfer money between your CU & Bank accounts
•

Innovative upland programme
gets the green light in Inishowen

Set up standing orders/ Credit Transfers

Members of the operational group of the Inishowen Uplands
European Innovation Partnership
From left front Henry O’Donnell, Dr Dolores Byrne, John Mc Gilloway, Steven Meyen,
Back row from left: Charles Doherty, Liam McKinney, Lorcan O’Toole, James Breslin,
Neil Walker, Andrew Ward

Seán Buckley

A

novel initiative in
Inishowen aims to
boost farmer incomes while enhancing
the environment by employing agroforestry and
introducing cattle onto
uplands.
The Inishowen Uplands Project is a €1-million programme funded
over four years by the
European
Innovation
Partnership (EIP) and the
Department of Agriculture.
The project is based on
designing a whole-farm
approach to landscape
management in the north
Donegal peninsula.
There are three main
planks to the initiative.
These involve the introduction of cattle onto
the upland areas of Inishowen; the adoption
of agroforestry by the
farmers involved; and
the use of clover on the
lowland grazing and silage ground.
A small group of local
farmers, including Henry
O’Donnell, project manager, and John McGilloway, a specialist in rural
development, were the
main authors of the successful EIP application
for Inishowen.
In a very visible change
to existing farming practices the project will
encourage participating
farmers to reintroduce

breeds such as Galloway,
Highland or Angus onto
the hills to compliment
their sheep farming operations.
“Grazing light hardy
cattle on the uplands
improves the bio-diversity and composition of
hill swards for all livestock,” Mr McGilloway
explained.
Agroforestry, the practice of combining forestry and agriculture in a
mutually beneficial way,
will also be a key component of the project. In Inishowen this will involve
planting suitable broadleaf trees at pre-defined
locations.
In addition, the planting of hedgerows and
coppicing of existing
hedging will be a required action for farmers.
“These
hedgerows
create biodiversity corridors, as well as providing
shelter belts, which have
been shown to improve
daily liveweight gain in
livestock,” Mr McGilloway said.
The tree cover and
hedgerows offer further
benefits such as extending the grazing season
by drying soils, capturing
nutrient run-off into water courses, and mitigating flood risks through
water infiltration.
The above measures
will be supported by a
spatial mapping of the
farms involved, and the

peninsula generally, to
establish rainfall patterns and ground water
flows – particularly off
the uplands region.
Flash floods in August
2017 resulted in the significant damage to roads,
bridges, houses and
farmland in Inishowen.
Identifying land management practices that mitigate this flood threat is
one of the primary goals
of the project.
Meanwhile, the use
of clover on grazing
ground and silage fields
will reduce fertiliser requirements, Mr O’Donnell explained, with all
the attendant climate
change and water quality
benefits.
The project will ultimately involve around
20 farmers adopting a
menu of management
practices designed to
increase farm incomes
while tackling specific
local challenges such as
flooding.
It is envisaged that participation in the project
will be worth in excess of
€4,000/year to farmers,
although the programme
organisers insisted that
the initiative itself would
also increase participating farmers’ returns from
their holdings.
“The key objective for
the project from the outset is that it had to drive
farm income,” said Mr
O’Donnell.

Irish FARMERS GUIDE

page 23

Teagasc BETTER Farm
Sheep Events 2019
Sheep production is the fourth most important animal enterprise in
Ireland, operating on both hill and lowland farms. The Teagasc research
and advisory programmes centre on low cost grass-based production
systems.
Hear about the latest technologies at the following upcoming farm events.
Wednesday,
19th June

Grass 10 Sheep Farmer of the Year Farm Walk
Tomás O’Leary, Killarney, Co. Kerry

Tuesday,
16th July

BETTER Farm Sheep Breeding Workshop
John O’Connell, Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim

Thursday,
18th July

BETTER Farm Sheep Breeding Workshop
Patrick Dunne, Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow

Tuesday,
10th September

BETTER Farm Hill Sheep Event
John Joe Fitzgerald, Ballydavid, Co. Kerry

Thursday,
12th September

BETTER Farm Hill Sheep Event
Francis Gonley, Colga, Co. Sligo

All welcome to attend | Events signposted locally

www.teagasc.ie/sheep

irish farmers guide 250x320.indd 1

09/05/2019 18:14:32
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LIGHT LAMB INITIATIVE IS
GAINING TRACTION

Brendan Joyce

L

ast year saw the further development of
the light lamb initiative
with Kepak which had started
as a trial in 2017.
Lambs between 10kg and
15kg, and with a fat score
and carcass grade of at least
O2, were supplied by farmers
from the west and northwest
on a weekly basis and marketed by Kepak under the
‘Atlantic Hill Lamb’ brand.
It is our intention to start
supplying spring lambs on a
consistent basis from the second week of June and continue on an all-year-round basis.
Last year many farmers
sent lambs for the first time
ever to a factory as they
previously would have sold
them as stores. To facilitate
this, farmers were given a
six-month window to register
with Bord Bia as many farmers never had any reason to
register previously.
From June onwards all
farmers supplying lambs
through the group will have
to be registered with Bord
Bia. If you intend supplying lambs, you should make

contact with Bord Bia on 062
254900 to register.
It is our intention at various stages this year to bring
small groups of farmers to the

factory to see first-hand their
lambs being processed. If you
are interested in such a visit,
please let the office know.
Part of our work will also
include supporting Kepak on
the marketing side with farm
visits. This is something that

has been seen as very important in highlighting the quality
of our product to the customer.
We are currently discussing with Kepak the possibility of a bonus structure on our
French-type lamb over 15kg.
Many farmers who supply
light lambs have asked the
INHFA to examine the possibility of being able to send
some of their heavier lambs
at the same time as their light
lambs. We hope to be in a position to inform our members
of progress in the next few
weeks.
Getting a good understanding of grading lambs has been
the biggest learning curve for
many farmers, since the start
of the light lamb initiative.
We have carried out many
farm visits and helped farmers grade their lambs and
showed them what was required.
This is something that has
been very well received by
farmers. We will continue to
support farmers in this regard
and intend organising a few
grading exercises with Tea-

gasc in Athenry.
Teagasc are continuing this
year with light lamb trials
which have been quiet successful in showing farmers
what can be done with hill
lambs, both on grass and on
ad-lib ration. This has been

quiet valuable for the store
buyers. This year Teagasc
is researching lamb performance on forage crops.
At this stage of the year
we have just finished up with
lambing in what was generally accepted as a good spring

weather wise.
Let’s hope that the remainder of 2019 is as memorable
on both the weather and markets fronts.
• Brendan Joyce is INHFA
vice president

Newport farmer delighted
with new light lamb outlet

M
Dolan Farm Supplies
Trace Element, Vitamin & Mineral
Drenches & Dosing Guns
Fertility & Thrive boluses
Jakoti hand shears & foot clippers
Liam Dolan
‘Gortaire’, Cam Lodge, Athlone
E: dolanfarmsupplies@gmail.com
T: 087 6370351

y name is Patrick
Donnellan. I live
in Srahmore, Newport, Co Mayo with my
wife Rosie and our three
children.
We farm 290ha of
lowland and mountain
commonage. Our flock
is made up of 90% Mayo
Blackface
mountain
ewes, and the rest are
Hiltex ewes.
We find the Blackface
mountain ewes suit us
the best for the range of
commonage we have. We
think this because they
are a hardy breed and
we find them to be very
good mothers.
We also like the Hiltex
ewes as they are great
crossbreeds and are very
hardy, while having good
conformation and produce fast-growing lambs.
During the breeding
season we put the Charolais ram with our Hiltex
ewes in the first week
of October. We also let
out our Texel ram with a
bunch of mountain ewes.
The Charolais ram with

the Hiltex ewes makes
a great cross. They produce lambs with excellent carcase quality.
The Texel is let with
the mountain ewes to
produce more Hiltex
sheep.
From the last week in
October we start gathering off commonages
– e.g. Derrybrook, Glenlara, Nephin Beag range,
Srahmore commonage
etc. Our last rams normally go out the first
week in December.
We find the Mayo
Mountain rams to be a
very hardy breed. We
look for rams with good
teeth, good bone structure and good body confirmation.
We start lambing at the
beginning of March, and
lamb right through until
the end of May.
Ewes are normally
gathered off the mountains 10 days before they
are due to lamb; they are
then dosed and put to
grass for lambing.
Ewes with mountain

and Hiltex ewe lambs
are let back to the commonage after lambing.
The rest are kept on grass
– e.g. ram lambs.
We start shearing in
the last week of July, and
keep going right through
until the end of September.
I give huge credit to
the INHFA for setting up
the light lamb marketing initiative with Kepak.
This market really suits
our farm enterprise as
there was no other outlet
for light lambs.
We started selecting
lambs for slaughter in
the middle of August.
We chose lambs with
good body confirmation
to achieve the best grade
possible at slaughter.
For the first time in
years we were able to
slaughter 90% of our
lambs because of the INHFA light lamb market.
The market has proven
to be a huge success and
we’d like to thank Brendan Joyce and the INHFA
team for their efforts.

A
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3 Nutritionally formulated to maximise fat cover on Hill lambs from a young age
3 Energy dense concentrate balanced with fibre for a fast and smooth finish
3 Balanced with intensive lamb minerals for complete nutrition

Call into your local Homeland Store
for a full range of Sheep Products
AGRI
homelandretailstores

HL Sheep Range_INHFA.indd 1

GARDEN

CLOTHING

@Homelandretail

FUEL

homelandretailstores34

HOME

PETS

BUILDING

Shop in-store or online at www.homeland.ie
26/04/2019 15:10
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Working to save lives
in the North West
Tom O’Reilly
STOP is a counselling and prevention of suicide service that
was established in Leitrim in
2004.
It is a service to help people
who are suffering from anxiety, depression and are feeling
isolated.
The service has councillors
working in Donegal, Sligo,
Mayo, Leitrim, west Cavan,
Roscommon, Longford, Fermanagh and Galway.
I would like to stress the
importance of the service to
people in the farming community who are feeling isolated
and suffer from mental health
issues.
Over the last few years the
rural post office has disappeared, the bank is a hole in
the wall, the postman drops
the letters in the door and
drives on.
Personal contact is at a minimum for rural people.
Days go by and people do
not hear from anyone.
It is therefore important

for those of us in the farming
community to make contact
with one other.
If a friend seems distant,
catch up with them. If there is
no smoke in the chimney find
out why the home fire isn’t
burning. If you meet a person on a rural road don’t just
wave, stop and say hello.
We are all in a hurry but
two or three minutes of a
short conversation will make
a difference to a person who
is experiencing isolation and
feeling down.
We now live in a time when
the countryside is getting
scarce of people, so we must

be there for one another.
Close to 35% of rural Ireland is housed by one-person
occupancies.
Humans are social animals
and we thrive when we have
company. In STOP we encourage ways which can help people, we encourage people to
take walks together, do things
together as there is strength in
numbers.
NOBODY HAS TO BE
ALONE.
I have volunteered over the
last number of years to call
outs and I find helping others
helps me also.

L-R Sean Fallon, director, Ita McTiernan, director, Aisling McGowan, committee member,
Deirdre O’Hagan, director and secretary of North West STOP, Colm Regan guest speaker at the
STOP relaunch, and Tom O’Reilly, director and chair of North West STOP

By our work in STOP we have
helped save many lives in 15
years.
We give 70-100 free counselling sessions monthly. We
have 18 experienced garda
vetted councillors working on
the ground in our area.
Remember, most people get
over their anxiety or depres-

Leitrim’s Men at Work
T

he North Leitrim Men’s
Group was established
23 years ago to promote
the health and well-being of
men in the area. We do this
through education, training,
work and friendship.
The Community Employment (CE) Scheme helps
maintain a number of community sites in Manorhamilton including the Cloonclare
Church of Ireland Graveyard,
the grounds of the Methodist
Church, the Famine Graveyard which is beside Our Lady’s Hospital in Manorhamilton, as well as the Community
Garden on Castle Street in the
town.
We also have a horticultural
site and men’s shed project.
One of the key events of the
calendar for the North Leitrim
Men’s Group is the Christmas
dinner that we run in association with the HSE.
People from all over North
Leitrim attend the dinner on
Christmas Day.
We also take part in community events such as the St
Patrick’s Day Parade and the
Samhain (Halloween) Parade
in Manorhamilton because
we feel that everybody benefits from being at the heart of
community life.
We have also run Fair Days

recalling the heyday of rural
Ireland that were very successful.
The North Leitrim Men’s
Group was started in 1996 by
a group of concerned people
who were shocked by the decimation of rural Ireland and the
collapse in population in some
areas.

sion just by talking to somebody.
If people who are suffering
from anxiety or depression believe you care, then they will
also care.
So from now on don’t just
think you are an ordinary
farmer. You are a huge asset in
the community.
You know the locality so

you have much to offer.
Stop and chat, you can make
a difference.
• Tom O’Reilly is chair
North West STOP. For Counselling Callsave: 1850 211 877
For queries and information:
Office: 071 985 6070
Mob: 086 777 2009
Email: stopsuicide.ie@gmail.
com

Joel Smith

The shift of people to
towns and cities led to increasing isolation among the
rural population. This in turn
led to the potential for suicide,
depression and isolation.
The Men’s Group was set
up to create a sense of community over a wider area
which stretched from the mid-

Men’s Group St. Patrick’s Day Parade photographer Emma Lyon

Men’s Group St. Patrick’s Day Parade photographer
Emma Lyon

dle of Leitrim, through north
Leitrim and into west Cavan.
The North Leitrim Men’s
Group developed a CE
Scheme in partnership with
what was then FÁS, which is
now run in partnership with
the Department of Social Protection.
Over the last 23 years we
have seen a change in the issues affecting rural Ireland,
from isolation and alcoholism
to drug addiction, and with
the movement of people from
cities and larger towns, homelessness.
North West Simon has been

very proactive in working to
house some of our homeless
participants.
The levels of anxiety that
many people are exhibiting
also seems to have increased,
or perhaps it is just that they
are able to express their anxiety.
The project has also helped
participants get back to work
through it’s CE Scheme.
The Men’s Group also
partners with the HSE to help
deliver a Men’s Shed programme.
Mayo-Sligo-Leitrim Education and Training Board is

another vital supporter that
has allowed for the delivery of
courses as varied as furniture
restoration to drama.
At the core of the North
Leitrim Men’s Group is the
dignity of the men who are
participants, the insistence that
everyone deserves respect,
and deserves an opportunity to
improve their skills and opportunities.
After all, that is what most
of us want, whether we know
it or not.
• Joel Smith is a supervisor
with North Leitrim Men’s
Group.
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SOCIAL FARMING IRELAND

S

ocial farming is the practice of offering activity on
family farms as a form of
social support service.
In social farming the property remains a working farm but
people are invited to participate
in the day-to-day activities of
the farm.
At its simplest, social farming is about giving people with
a variety of needs the opportunity to spend time on ordinary
Irish farms.
Social farming provides
people who use services with
the opportunity for inclusion,
to increase self-esteem and to
improve health and well-being.
The farm is not a specialised
treatment centre; rather a typical ordinary working farm
where people in need of support can benefit from participation in ordinary farm activities
in a non-clinical environment.
People with intellectual disabilities or mental health issues,
and those who have been longterm unemployed, can benefit
in all sorts of ways from social
farming.
They form new social connections and friendships with
the farmer and others, they get
to learn or develop skills, they
carry out valuable farm-based
activities, and they get to spend
time in nature, working with
animals and plants.

Research carried out by Dr
Aisling Moroney for Social
Farming Ireland indicates that
the working family farm seems
to provide a unique environment in which to address various dimensions of the well-being and development of participants – but in a very ordinary,
natural and holistic way.
There are benefits for farmers too. They usually experience a strong sense of personal
satisfaction from having made
a difference in participants’
lives, and a sense of enjoyment
and fun from having participants and others spend time on
the farm.
For many, social farming has

led to improved community
connections and a reduction in
the sense of isolation which can
be common in modern farming.
Other benefits include more
meaningful and productive use
of the assets of the farm such as
old farm buildings or kitchen
gardens, and the availability of
an additional source of income.
Overall, social farming brings
people from all sorts of backgrounds together in new and
positive ways and it is these
relationships – between participants, farmers, service providers and communities – which
are at the heart of what social
farming is all about.
Usually groups of around
three participants come to
the farm usually one day per
week for a specified number of
weeks. Social farming placements are co-ordinated and
supported by Social Farming
Ireland, who currently hold a
contract for the development of
the initiative across Ireland.
Social Farming Ireland is
based in Leitrim Development
Company, which has sub-contracted three local development
companies – Waterford Leader
Partnership, West Limerick Resources and South West Mayo
Development Company where
regional hubs are based.
Four regional development
workers are currently work-

ing with services and farmers
across all regions to make social farming happen.
According to national co-ordinator, Helen Doherty, significant growth was achieved in
the last number of years, with
activity essentially doubling
between 2017 and 2018.
In 2018 alone there were
over 2,600 placement days for
almost 300 participants across
22 counties. There are currently almost 75 active and trained
social farmers and a further
60 who have received training
and are at various stages on the
journey to becoming active social farmers.
It is hoped to have social

farms in all 26 counties by the
end of 2019.
Social farming in Ireland is
proven to deliver a wide range
of benefits and positive outcomes for many people in need
of support and it does this in a
way that is is convivial, community-based, non-clinical and
rooted in everyday life.
For more information see
www.socialfarmingireland.ie
or our social media platforms
on Facebook, Twitter-@lairdhse06 and YouTube.
The National Social Farming
co-ordinator,
Helen
Doherty, can be contacted on
086 7905596, or at coordinator@socialfarmingireland.ie

Drumkeerin, Co. Leitrim
Email - desmondwynne@gmail.com
Telephone
- 087 9812334
Drumkeerin, Co. Leitrim
Email - desmondwynne@gmail.com

Telephone - 087 9812334

2019
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For all your auctioneering needs

Buying, Selling and valuations of Properties
No job to big, no job to small
For all your
auctioneering needs
All Areas covered, give me a call
Buying, Selling and valuations
“Win with Wynne”
of
Properties
No job too big, no job too small.
All Areas covered, give me a call
Property Services Regulatory Authority Licence No. 002535

Win with Wynne
Property Services Regulatory Authority Licence No. 002535
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Put the money
where our
mouths are
Fergal Anderson

G

o to your local supermarket and chances
are you’ll find an exotic and extensive collection of
foods available – apples from
New Zealand and South Africa, cabbages from Holland,
potatoes form Cyprus, berries
from Poland and France. Go
further in and you’ll find meat
and dairy products fattened
on GM soya meal from Brazil
and Argentina, and all manner
of other heavily processed
goods with long ingredients
lists and longer shelf lives.
What’s strange about the

list above is what it tells us
about agriculture in Ireland.
Apples, cabbages and potatoes
are all very happy in our climate, and there were plenty of
beef and dairy cows in Ireland
before the arrival of GM soya
or concentrated feeds.
In spite of this some of
the figures for imports are
staggering - 72,000 tonnes of
potatoes, 47,000 tonnes of onions, 29,000 tonnes of tomatoes, 23,000 tonnes of cabbage
and 15,000 tonnes of lettuce
imported in 2017. As for the
animal feeds – 80,000 tonnes

come into Ireland every week.
In our rush to sell to global
markets, we have almost completely dismantled our capacity to feed ourselves from the
land around us. Even our meat
and dairy, while not imported,
are heavily dependent on imported feeds and fertilisers.
This means less diversity in
on-farm production, increased
specialisation and high input
costs.
At the same time this reduced diversity on farms
means less resilience, huge
impacts on wildlife, and rising
emissions contributing to climate change.
Farms which were once
more self-sufficient now rely
on buying in expensive, energy-intensive inputs, which
themselves are responsible for
large amounts of greenhouse
gas emissions in their production.
This needs to change.
Instead, the landscape
should meet many more of
our needs – mixed native
woodlands for fuel, mixed
farms to provide food for our
communities and ourselves,
wilderness areas and habitats
for wildlife, feed crops for animals.
Such a landscape would
look different, and we need to

BONNICONLON SHOW LIMITED
CO MAYO

Recently crowned the
Best Country Show in Ireland
By Horse Sport Ireland

Bank Holiday Monday August 5th
600 showing classes
7 All Ireland finals
l All Ireland Sheaf Tossing
l Horse and Pony jumping 2 arenas
l €3500 all Ireland super suckler
cow prize fund
l
l

250 trade stands and lots of
novelty events
l Special competition for
primary schools
l Live music on ground with
Mike Denver and Gerry Guthrie
l

Trade stand bookings to Gerry Sweeney - 086 8076812
All other enquires to Gerry Durcan - 087 6370073
Or email bonniconlonshowaug@gmail.com

accept that. It will take many
years to create, more than our
lifetimes, and we need to accept that too.
One way of building local food systems is through
supporting Community Supported Agriculture (CSAs)
farms. CSAs are based on an
agreement between a farmer
and a group of people to share
the risks and rewards of food
production. In practical terms
it means that a farmer agrees
to produce meat, vegetables
or dairy for a group of people,
and the people commit to buying that from the farmer. CSAs
are most common for vegetable production but the same
principle works for beef, pork,
eggs or milk.
This means the farmer can
guarantee an income, but also
that people can begin to reconnect with where their food is
coming from, can begin again
to eat food from the place in
which they live, produced
from the land around them and
supporting a living wage for
the people who work the land.
It also means the farmer can
concentrate on producing less
in terms of volume, but much
more in terms of social, environmental and economic output.
Unfortunately, this type of
farming is not rewarded with
public supports or subsidies
– in fact, very often it is dis-

regarded and not regarded as
“real” farming at all.
Instead, production for local markets should be specifically supported by agricultural
subsidies because ultimately
public money comes from
taxpayers, and those taxpayers
expect high quality food, with
transparent and short supply
chains which reward the farmers for their work.
The conventional farming model is under pressure
now – and for good reason.
The high-input, high-volume
production for export model
that has been promoted by
the government for the last
30 or 40 years is a disaster
for farmers and for the planet.
With modern machinery it is
easier and faster to do longterm harm than good to the
land. The objective of every
farmer should be to improve
the land and the capacity of
the land to support life - wild
plants, trees, insects, birds,

mammals, while integrating
their production seamlessly
into that system.
Payments will need to be
changed to reflect the changes in production – instead of
pushing farmers to produce
more, we need to feed ourselves, our communities and
our animals from our land.
We need to reward farmers
who rewild areas of land, and
allow nature to regain the
spaces it has lost to industrial
farming.
This is not some eco-warrior hippy ideal - all farmers
have to recognise that if they
own land, they own it for their
children and their grandchildren. The choices we make
now will define the future they
will have to live through – we
must take steps now that will
be felt in 50 years time, so our
grandchildren can look back
with pride - rather than with
anger.
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Deachrachtaí feirmeorachta
an lae inniu
Seánaí Ó Beoil

M

ar fheirmeoir ba tá
sé an-tabhachtach
go mbeadh muid
toilteanach deareadh agus
plean úo a bheith againn ileith
feirmeoireadh ba in airnéal na
feirmeoireachta in Éirinn.
Tá deacaireachtaí ar leith
ag baint de gach leíbhéal
feirmeoireacht agus ní eisceacht ar bich Lar-thuaiscirt
Dhún na nGall.
Caithfidh muid an aimsir
a chur sa scéal agus an cinéal
talamh ar a bhfuil muid ag
brath.
Ba an bhó bainne an
príomh-ainmhí ar an fheirm.
Bhí bainne agus im le fail,
agus bhí obair go leor le
seo. Is minic a luaitear bó
le cleamhnas. An bhean a
gheobhadh bó nó dhó bhí an
t-ádh dealg uirthí.
Do reír a chéile thoisigh
áthra ag Teacht thart fána
h,ochtaidí ar aghaidh. Tháinic pór eile ainmhí un na tíre
iad níos mó agus níos bréatha

na an maol agus an chrúbach.
Thaínic
an
Charollais agus an Limosin agus
do reír sin. Bhí said seo
uilig ina scoith stoc go mór
mhór ins na ceantair a raibh feirmeoireacht ag dul as
aghaidh ann araimh anall.
Bhí go mhaith ‘s chá raibh go h-olc agus ansin thaínic
- REPS – Bá seo tús leis an
plean le caomhnú na tuaithe
anois bhí an bhéim uilig ar
athrú go boithigh úra agus siureadh deíreadh leis an charn
aoiligh.
Bhí muid uílig ag tógail
na tithe úr a seo leis na damhaigh faoi thalamh leis an
súlach uilig.
Ó na h-ainmhithe a stórál.
Nuair a bheadh am leis an talamh a leású spreaghfhaidh é
ar an talamh. Chuir seo uilig
deireadh leis an feirmeoir a
raibh nios lú ná deich gcinn
stóc acu.
Ar aghaida linn anois
agus tá an tír ag cur thar maol
le eallach. Tá athrach arais
arís ar seo mar go bhfuil na
feirmeoiri ag dul a rais go dtí

t-uachtarlann agus margadh
an bhainne. Bhí saol goirid
ag an soctú seo sa lá atá inniu.
Is mór an chaill don tír
s’againn stoc mhaith mar
na h-ainmhithe seo a bheith
caillte againn. Ná pleananna
agus na sceimeanna a chuir an
Roinn Talmáiochta ar obair
is leír nár obair said. Níl luach mór go leor le fáil ins na
margaidh. Tá níos mó stoc i
dhith le cur thar sáile. Anseo
on Dún na Gall ba mhaith an
rud é dá dtiocfhadh scéim di
fhostaiocht a chur ar fáil thart
fá 2020 le cuidiú le daoine a
bhfuil seo ró-deacar teacht
isteach fiuntach abhaint as an
fheirmeoireacht.
Da choir do na húdarais sa roinn smaointiú ar
saghasanna pór a bhí sa tír go
tradisíunta a thabhairt a rais ar
nos Hereford, Shorthorn, Aberdeen Angus agus Galloway.
Cuiduí mór dá mbeadh ardú
dóibh súid ag na monarcáin
do mhargadh feola ar leich.
Beidh athrach le cur ar
modhanna
feirmeoireacht
amach romhain. Is fuí go mór

Is cúis mhór imní EID Tagging do fheirmeoirí

gábhaltais atá in úsaid agus ag
dul go maith ag na feirmeoiri
leis na glúntá a choinnéail.
Tá na fir agus mná seo faoi
smúid mhór leis an doígh atá
margadh na feola. Is dóiche
nás leathnú amach go leor
agus tá feirmeoir feola ag íoc
an phiobaire.
Poinnt uilig atá le scánsáil

na an cheist fá na caointh.
Faoi’n spéir cén chiall atá le
dhá-tag a bheith I gcluais na
gcaorach. Costas le seo ar
ndóige tá achan fheirmeoir
dul a bheith thíos le seo.
Nach bhfuil go leor ag an
fheirmeoir cnoic le déanamh
dreapadh ar shleasa na gcnoc
agus gan acu le cupla euro a

dhíol ós comhair achan chaora.
Tá luach na n-uan aníseal mar atá.
Is mhaith go bhfuair INHFA márgadh dona huain san
lodáil
“Nuair a dhíolann tú caora, díolann tú a h-olainn’s a
h-uan”.

Hasting’s Insurance
working with farmers

H

astings
Insurance
Brokers are committed to supporting
farmers in the community by
offering quotations from 3
main providers in the country, Aviva, Zurich and AXA.
We are conscious of the concerns the farmers have in today’s market and we want to
provide cover that will give
that solid peace of mind for
the farmer in respect of cov-

er for themselves, for their
family and the farm itself.
We encourage the preventative measures put in place
by farmers to reduce loss;
however should that day
come where a claim needs
to be met, Hastings support
their clients like it happened
on their own farm. We have
appointed a local farmer to
head up our department, Garry McHale, as we believe his

first hand knowledge adds
value to the experience with
Hastings. Hastings has 6
offices, Castlebar, Westport,
Ballina, Claremorris, Tuam
and Sligo, we’re proud of our
strong North West presence,
we also have a website www.
myfarminsurance.ie to assist
should you want to submit
your details outside of working hours.

All vehicles even if not used on a public road should be insured

IS YOUR FARM INSURANCE DUE SOON?

Call us on 1890 90 46 46 or visit
www.myfarminsurance.ie

Hastings - For Great Value & Sound Advice

• Hastings (Westport) Ltd I/a Hastings Insurance Brokers, lrishweddinginsurance.ie, Mytravelinsurance.ie & Myfarminsurance.ie is
regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland
• Pat Hardiman Insurances Ltd I/a Hastings Insurance Brokers is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland
• David Flannelly (Holdings) Ltd I/a Flannelly Insurances & Hastings Insurance Brokers is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland
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Blade shearer Peter
Heraty sets new
nine-hour Irish record
Peter Heraty

M

y name is Peter
Heraty. I am 28
years old and live
and farm with my father in
Owenwee, Westport, Co
Mayo.
We farm on the slopes of
Croagh Patrick where 80% of
our sheep are Mayo Blackface. We also have a small
number of Hilltex cross ewes
which are kept on lower pastures for the year.

RECORD ATTEMPT
My passions are sheep farming and sheep shearing.
I am one of the top hand
shearers in the country, having won All-Ireland titles at a
number of levels.
However, I had it in my
head for the last five or six
years that I would like to try
some sort of sheep shearing
record. Some experienced
shearers advised me to go for
it or I might regret it in years
to come.
When we gathered our
own sheep in 2017 from the
mountain I made a few phone
calls and got Tom Dunne and
Denis O’Sullivan to come to
our farm for one day where
I did eight hours shearing to
set my personal best or 253
sheep.
In 2018 I felt it was the
right time to give it a go and
set a record. I made some
calls and got the preparations
under way.
The date was set for July

Peter J. Heraty

20, 2018. We carefully picked
the most suitable sheep in the
week leading up to the record attempt. I didn’t sleep
very well the night before as
I could not wait to start in the
morning.
Everything was ready,
sheep sorted, blades sharpened and set by Allan Oldfield, a friend and shearer
from New Zealand.
With Allan and Denis
O’Sullivan by my side for the
nine-hour shearing session,
the record attempt went very
well. I felt no real pain until
20 minutes into the last one
hour 45mins run.
Somehow the two boys
got me going again with
words of encouragement and
I finished quiet strong. I was
delighted with the final tally

THE TOP
MAN IN THE
NORTHERN
HEMISPHERE

of 326.
I didn’t think I would go
near that figure. All I wanted was to beat my 253 tally

from 2017. Without the team
I had behind me on the day it
would not have been possible.
The shears I use for the
last seven years are all supplied by Shearsharp NZ, a
small business owned by Phil
Oldfield.
I had the good luck to
meet Phil when I was in New
Zealand at the World Championships in 2012. Since then
we have become good friends
and rivals, with Phil and
his son Allan. I also get my
sharpening gear from Shearsharp which is a diamond
stone sharpener.
I am so grateful to all
who helped out, and to all the
locals and friends from the
sheep shearing fraternity in
various parts of Ireland who
arrived on the day to support
me.

Peter’s
achievement
was compared to someone running three marathons by Tom Dunne of
the Irish Sheep Shearers’
Association.
He pointed out that
Peter is now regarded
the highest ranked blade
shearer in the Northern
Hemisphere.
“Not only did Peter
set a new Irish record,
he will now become
a household name in
shearing circles across
the world as news starts
to spread. His blade
shearing record of 326
ewes is the greatest tally
ever to be judged in the
world,” Mr Dunne explained.
He said it is hard to
put into words the huge
physical exertion required to set such a record.
“What Peter did is the
equivalent of running
three marathons. Other
shearers were watching
him closely and he was
shearing a sheep with
just 123 blows. That’s
highly impressive speed
and skill. But when you
multiply it up over 326
ewes, he has shorn over
40,000 blows today, it’s
remarkable.”
Starting at 6am, Peter shore 72 sheep in
the first two-hour period. After an hour break,

he maintained the same
intensity in the next run,
shearing 65 sheep in a
shorter duration from
9am to 10.45am.
This was followed
by a half-hour break,
with the next slot from
11.15am to 1pm witnessing 62 sheep being
shorn.
There was a break
from 1pm to 2pm for
lunch, before shearing
64 sheep from 2pm to
3.45pm.
Peter never let the
high intensity level drop
and concluded the ninehour shearing record by
shearing 63 sheep in the
final slot from 4.15pm to
6pm.
Peter is no stranger
to the limelight. Alongside his Irish team-mate
Noel Joyce, he represented Ireland in the Golden
Shears World Shearing
Championships in New
Zealand in 2017, finishing fourth in the world
blade shearing final and
recording the highest
finish for an Irish team in
the championships.
Peter has been selected alongside Martin
Hopkins, Drummin, Westport to represent Ireland
in the blade shearing
world
championships
taking place in July in
France.
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ALL-STAR MIDFIELDER GALLAGHER
ON LIFE AFTER CROKER’S CALL
Connie Walsh

F

or Gaelic football supporters in Donegal
the 20th of September
1992 and the 23rd of September 2012 are dates that will
always be cherished. All-Ireland wins are always special
for the players involved and
supporters alike.
For those outside of Donegal the 2012 success was
seen as a victory masterminded by team manager Jim McGuinness. He built a committed squad that operated like a
machine that summer, defying all-comers on their way to
capturing Sam Maguire.
However, commitment
and organisation will only get
teams so far. To seal the deal
in any championship requires
players of ability and class
– and boy did Donegal have
players with both in abundance.
A player that led the way
for McGuinness’s men was
midfielder Neil Gallagher –
the ‘Gentle Giant’.
Along with midfield partner Rory Kavanagh, Neil was
a vital cog in the most successful Donegal team ever,
winning an All-Ireland medal
in 2012, as well as three Ulster Championships in 2011,
2012 and 2014. During this
period, Donegal also won
a Division 1 League title in
2007 and Division 2 League
title in 2011.
Neil secured personal recognition for his exploits over
the years, winning All Star
awards in 2012 and 2014.
The All-Stars were a clear acknowledgement of his ability
and importance in Donegal’s
All-Ireland win of 2012 and
their run to the final in 2014 –
a match they should also have
won.
At club level Neil’s

role was equally important in helping his local club
Glenswilly win three senior
county championships in
2011, 2013 and 2016, as well
as an Intermediate crown in
2005.
While still very much in
love with his club football,
Neil misses the county scene
and the banter and craic of
team mates - especially when
championship comes around.
In discussing inter-county opponents Neil regards
Cork’s Nicholas Murphy as
his toughest opponent. He
explained that Carrigaline
clubman was very difficult to
mark and had great hands.
For readers from Mayo
who Donegal beat in the 2012
final, he doesn’t believe in the
alleged curse and thinks they
were just unlucky.
He also provides hope
and maintains they will win
the All-Ireland within the
next three years – long-suffering Mayo supporters will
surely take heart from that.
Even though he has since
retired from the inter-county game, Neil’s interest in
Gaelic football and desire to
see Donegal progress has not
waned.
Today Neil works as a
technician with Donegal Co
Council, while also working
on the farm of his parents,
Charlie and Ann, in his native
Glenswilly.
On the farm, which consists of hill and lowland,
they run a sheep flock that is
mostly Mayo Mountain ewes,
which are crossbred with
Belcare rams. Ewes lamb
through April and the lambs
are sold as stores in the local
marts.
There is also a suckler
enterprise consisting mainly

of Charolais and Limousin
cows, with the weanlings also
sold at local marts.
Extra help is also available from his six siblings,
three brothers and three sisters, who are all willing to do
their bit.
Since finishing up with
Donegal in 2017, Neil has
more time on his hands and in
the last six months has started
training sheepdogs as a pastime. He currently is working with his own dogs, and,
although time consuming, he
finds it very rewarding.
Normally it takes about
one to three years to train a
dog, but he says that it all depends on the dog.

Dubs a sure thing to land
the ‘Drive for Five’

T

he Super-8 format makes predicting the
winner of this year’s Football Championship more difficult as the draw may
vary especially at semi-final stage depending
on where teams finish.
However, Neil doesn’t see Dublin’s drive
for five coming off the rails and expects them
to retain the All-Ireland, as well as their Leinster title.
In Munster he expects Kerry to be cham-

pions there again. In Ulster, despite the late
promise shown by Tyrone in the National
League, he expects Donegal to come through
and retain their Ulster crown.
In Connacht he believes Galway’s reign
as champions will be brought to an end by a
resurgent Mayo.
One final prediction is a breakthrough for
Meath. He expects the Royals to make the
Super-8s.

John Lee, Damien Scahill
and Associates
		

are now providing a unique

Upland Agricultural Consultancy Service
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

EIP scheme consultation, design and implementation
BPS, ANC, YFS applications, inspection reports and queries
SAC designations and farming practices
Commonage Management Planning, Soil Testing,
Grassland Management
GLAS scheme records, inspection reports
Hill Flock Profiling, Breed preservation, Health and Nutrition
Information events and Discussion groups
Group Visits to fellow EU Hill Communities
Cross Compliance, Nitrates regulations
Succession and Inheritance
Farm Visits and Enterprise Evaluation
This service will fully support and assist all clients in a professional manner
with honesty and practical understanding of the challenges to Hill Farmers
in their cattle and sheep Enterprises.

If you wish to consult or become a client, please contact:
John: 089 222 5239 or Damien 089 245 7042
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BLAZING THE BEEF
DISCUSSION GROUP
TRAIL IN GALWAY
Vincent Roddy

INTRODUCTION:
Payments through the Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP) are for most suckler and beef farmers critical to
their survival. As we move into a new CAP programme
it is our opinion that these payments need to deliver
fairly for all family farms. These proposals are based on
the CAP budget outlined by the Commission last year
and the need for our Government to provide additional
funding for any shortfall to the Pillar 2 programme.

Attendance at beef group meeting with Luke Ming Flanagan MEP

T

he concept of farmers
learning from each other is one that has gained
traction in the last two CAP
programmes.
While this concept is new
in terms of CAP funding, the
idea of shared learning through
discussion groups has been delivering for farmers for some
time.
The North East Galway
Beef Discussion Group which
meets in Williamstown’s community centre is testament to
what farmers can deliver in
terms of support, knowledge
sharing and improving on-farm
outcomes.
The group was originally
set up in 1999 as a purchaser
body to try and deliver better
deals for farmers in the area.
Since its establishment, however, it has evolved from being
a simple purchaser group into a
body that also delivers information, support and direction
for its members.
Current chair, Ronan
Kelly, outlined how the last
three years has seen a massive
growth in membership, with almost 100 extra farmers joining
and the total number now closing in on 150.
Clearly satisfied with this
growth, Ronan stated that the
farmer group “must be doing
something right”. He attributes
their success to a range of factors.
“With meetings running on
the second Monday of every
month from September through

to June, members know when
and where the meetings are on.
And while this may seem like
a simple thing, it’s the simple
things that work best,” said
Ronan.
“Of course, having meetings without purpose won’t
work which is why we have
speakers at all our meetings,”
he added.
“Over the last year we have
had speakers in from AIB and

speaker on men’s health.”
Ronan explained that all of
the group’s talks are advertised
well in advance so farmers get
the opportunity to think about
the questions they want to ask
and this guarantees better engagement.
Another key element of the
group has been the development of their own Cattle Quality Scheme Competition.
The scheme/competition is

The Quality Beef Scheme
Competition categories:
1. Best weanling bull born in autumn sold in the mart.
2. Best weanling heifer born in autumn sold in the
mart.
3. Best weanling bull born in spring sold in the mart.
4. Best weanling heifer born in the spring sols in the
mart.
5. Best store heifer sold in the mart.
6. Best store bullock sold in the mart.
7. Best cull cow sold in the mart.
8. Best cull cow kill in factory.
9. Best bullock kill in factory.
10. Best heifer kill in factory.
11. Best heifer with calf at foot.
other financial advisors, the
Department of Agriculture,
editors of two of our national farming media outlets, all
election candidates, McGraths
of Cong, reps for animal vitamin and mineral suppliers, reps
from oil suppliers, insurance
reps from Zurich and FBD,
reps on digital and IT, and a

very popular with the members
and has a number of prize categories. It operates on the basis of the best cattle sold in the
mart and the best kill-out in the
factory.
There are 11 categories in
total, which are outlined above.
The first, second and third
in each category win a prize,

Submission
from North East
Galway Beef
Producer Group
on CAP 2020

which are given out at the
group’s Christmas social event.
As the group continues to
grow, so too does the opportunity to improve deals with
existing suppliers and develop
new deals.
“This is always ongoing,
and much to our delight we
are now seeing many suppliers
contacting us to cut deals, as
opposed to us having to follow
them.”
Looking to the future,
Ronan believes that membership can be expanded further,
while continuing to improve
and develop the group for its
existing members. However,
he also maintains that more
support needs to be given to
groups such as theirs.
“When you look at the
level of financial support each
Knowledge Transfer group
gets, and assess the poor return
to farmers in terms of knowledge transfer and support, then
surely better financial support
to groups similar to ours would
deliver a much better return
at a far lower input. The extra
money saved by Government
could be used on supports for
our suckler cow.”
In relation to other policy
issues, the upcoming CAP is
something that has really engaged many of their members,
and they have drafted their
own policy document on CAP,
details of which are outlined in
the adjoining column.

Pillar 1 – Basic Payment:
The following are our proposals on Pillar 1 which includes Basic Payment and the Eco Scheme.
• An overall limit on the maximum any farmer can
receive of €35,000. A backdated reference year can
be used to avoid any splitting of holdings to
maximise payments. This alone would deliver €50
million for redistribution.
• Through the Complementary Redistributive
Income Support for Sustainability frontload
the overall payments at €350/ha on the first 20ha,
with a payment of €150/ha on the remainder. This
is easily achievable within the current budget and
with the €50 million from the €35,000 rule would
still leave an excess of €200 million.
• A suckler cow payment of €200 on the first 20
cows, and a further €100 on the next 30 cows.
The €35,000 overall payment would also apply
here. So, for example, if a farmer with 30 cows had
a payment of €32,000 then he would only get a
suckler cow payment of €3,000 ie paid on first 15
cows only. The cost of this we estimate to be under
€200 million which is within the budget.
• A young farmer top-up at similar rates currently
paid under the present system but only on 35ha. If
the frontloaded system is applied then a young
farmer reserve would not be required and it would
also cater for the forgotten farmer group.
Pillar 2 – Rural Development Program
The following are our proposals here.
• On Knowledge Transfer we are recommending the
support of existing discussion groups similar to our
own, provided they can show evidence that they
are meeting and active. The payment of between
€2,500 and €7,000 should be made to the group
based on objective criteria.
• Agri- Environmental Payment: An easy-to-understand and apply payment of up to €8,000 for
60,000 farmers, with the scheme having a budget
of €300 million.
• ANC – Here we are recommending a further
increase in the budget of €25 million targeted to
the first two categories, with payment only made to
farmers who carry stock all year round.
• We also see the need for a farm safety and
improvement scheme paying 60% to all farmers.
The grant would require a minimum spend of €500
and paid to a maximum of €40,000. On sheep we
are recommending the retention of the sheep
welfare scheme paid to a maximum of 200 ewes,
with a higher payment of €15 on the first 100 ewes.
In relation to the implementation of schemes we are
recommending that:
• Schemes are simple to understand and apply;
• Payment will arrive on time;
• Where there is a perceived over-claim or a minor
penalty that the rest or the money will still be paid;
• We need to know that inspectors will treat farmers
fairly, use a level of common sense, and if there is an
issue give farmers time to get it sorted and come
back later.
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The food we grew
up on is hard to
beat
Nevin Maguire

Irish Farmers Recipes
Apple Tart with Custard

Homemade apple tart – a winning combination of delicate sweet pastry filled with heavenly scented apples
– simply can’t be beaten. To ring in the changes, mix the
apples with blackberries or try a mixture of rhubarb and
strawberry. To make your tart extra special, add a vanilla
pod to your bag of sugar and leave for at least a week
before using. Serves 6–8
Pastry:
225g (8oz) plain flour, extra for dusting
2 tbsp icing sugar
100g (4oz) butter, diced and chilled
2 large egg yolks
2–3 tablespoons ice-cold water
Filling:
900g (2lb) Bramley cooking apples
100g (4oz) caster sugar
¼ tsp ground cinnamon
good pinch of ground cloves
1 tbsp milk
Custard:
5 egg yolks
3 tbsp caster sugar
½ vanilla pod, split in half and seeds scraped out
300ml (½ pint) milk
100ml (3 ½fl oz) cream

T

he food Irish people
eat has changed enormously in the time I
have been in the restaurant
business.
Every supermarket now
stocks a huge range of produce that we had barely heard
of, or knew how to pronounce,
when I was in Fermanagh Catering College in Enniskillen.
There are specialist delicatessens in every town and the
Irish have certainly become a
lot more adventurous in their
tastes.
I couldn’t even attempt
to think what would be a
good meal for a farmer. Every household is different.
But the question does bring
me back to my childhood
and visiting my grandparents
farm in Dowra, Co Leitrim,
not far from where I am living
today.

My granny was a great
traditional cook. She got up
at 6.00am every morning and
served dinner at 12.30pm.
She had her own hens and
grew her own vegetables.
When she gave me turnips or
cabbage they had come from
her own garden.
If my granddad came in
when I was there she would
make him a ham sandwich
and it was made with her own
home baked ham in chunky
slices of bread that she had
baked that morning.
Lamb chops with turnips
and potatoes was one of my
favourite meals in their house.
Bread, scones and soup are at
the heart of any family and I
learned my love of them, and
of the importance of good
fresh ingredients, from her
when I was a youngster.
To this day I always keep

Would you like to win
a Neven Maguire
cookery book?

the humble potato in mind
whether eating at home or
changing our menu. There is
a lot more pasta and rice eaten
now but I am loyal to the Irish
spud.
Good meals begin with
good produce and thanks to
our farmers we have the best
to be got anywhere. Whether
it is our meat, yoghurts, milk,
butter, cream and all of our
cheeses, Irish producers are
giving us the best of ingredients.
I travel a lot when I am
filming and I always find
that when I get home I love
to sit down with the family
to a roast rib of beef, or roast
chicken, our own vegetables
and herbs, and some creamy
mashed potatoes.
The food we grew up on
is hard to beat.
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To make the pastry, sift the flour and icing sugar into
a bowl. Using a round-bladed knife or the tips of your
fingers, work in the butter and then mix in the egg yolks
with enough of the ice-cold water, until the dough just
comes together. Wrap in clingfilm and chill for at least
30 minutes.
Preheat the oven to 190°C (375°F/gas mark 5). Lightly
dust the work surface with flour. Divide the pastry into 2
portions, one slightly larger than the other, then roll out
the larger piece until it’s about 30cm (12in) in diameter.
Use to line a 20cm (8in) pie dish or a 23cm (9in) flat
plate, gently pressing into the corners. Trim the edges
with a knife and reserve the excess for decorating. Place
back in the fridge to chill while you prepare the apples.
Peel, core and slice the apples. Place in a large bowl
with all but 1 tablespoon of the caster sugar. Add the
cinnamon and cloves and mix together. Brush the edge
of the pastry with a little milk and then pile the apples
into the lined pie dish. Roll out the second piece of
pastry into a circle slightly larger than the pie dish and
use to cover the apples. Press the edges together to seal,
then use a sharp knife to cut away any excess.
Crimp the edges of the tart with a round-bladed knife
and using your fingers as a guide. Roll out the pastry
scraps and cut into leaf shapes. Brush the shapes with
milk and stick on top of the pie. Brush the entire top of
the pastry with milk and sprinkle over the remaining
1 tablespoon of sugar. Bake for 25–30 minutes, then
reduce the oven to 180°C (350°F/gas mark 4) and bake
for another 20–25 minutes, until golden brown.
Meanwhile, to make the custard, place the egg yolks
in a large bowl with the sugar and vanilla seeds. Whisk
with an electric mixer for a few minutes, until pale and
thickened.

Answer the following question:
Where is MacNean House &
Restaurant located?

Place the milk and cream in a medium pan and bring to
the boil, then immediately remove from the heat. Gradually whisk the heated milk and cream into the egg yolk
mixture until smooth, then pour back into the pan and
place over a gentle heat. Cook gently for 6–8 minutes
on a medium heat, stirring constantly, until the custard
coats the back of a wooden spoon. Keep warm.

Email your answer to:
irishfarmersguide@gmail.com

To serve, cut the warm apple tart into slices and arrange
on warmed serving plates with some of the custard. Put
the remainder into a jug on the table.

Roast Rib of Beef on the Bone
with Crispy Roast Potatoes

A rib of beef is an excellent cut for roasting and perfect
when you have to feed a crowd. Always allow a joint to
come to room temperature before roasting to achieve
the best flavour. The key to its success is to start with a
fantastic piece of beef that has been hung for 21 days to
improve the flavour and texture. Serves 4–6
1 tsp black peppercorns
1 tbsp English mustard powder
2 tsp sea salt flakes
1.5kg (3lb) French trimmed rib of beef on the bone, tied
with string
2 tbsp olive oil
2 large onions, quartered with root intact
2 large carrots, halved lengthways
675g (1 ½lb) potatoes, halved or quartered
1 garlic bulb, broken into cloves (not peeled)
small handful soft thyme leaves
2 tsp plain flour 400ml (14fl oz) chicken or beef stock
(page 226 or 227)
sea salt and freshly ground black pepper
creamed horseradish, to serve
Preheat the oven to 230°C (450°F/gas mark 8).
Heat a small frying pan and toast the peppercorns
until aromatic, then place in a pestle and mortar and
grind until cracked. Mix in the mustard and salt. Wipe
the meat with damp kitchen paper and rub with the
mustard mixture.
Pour the olive oil into a roasting tin and add the onions,
carrots, potatoes, garlic and thyme, tossing to coat.
Season to taste, then push the veg to the edges and sit
the beef in the middle of the vegetables. Roast for 15
minutes and then reduce the oven temperature to 200°C
(400°F/ gas mark 6) and roast for 10 minutes per 450g
(1lb) for rare, 12 minutes for medium-rare and 20–25
minutes for well done. Take out and baste halfway
through the cooking time and quickly turn over the
roast potatoes.
Remove the beef, onions and carrots from the tin and
place on a platter. Cover with tin foil and leave to rest for
15 minutes before carving. Pop the potatoes and garlic
into another roasting tin and continue to cook in the
oven, removing the garlic cloves if they are starting to
catch and burn.
To make the gravy, pour the juices from the roasting tin
into a jug and leave the fat to settle on top, then skim
off the fat and discard, reserving the juices. Stir the flour
into the roasting tin, scraping the bottom of the tin with
a wooden spoon to remove any residue, then gradually
stir in the stock and reserved juices. Place the tin directly
on the hob and simmer for 5 minutes, stirring. Pour
through a sieve into a gravy boat.
To serve, carve the rested beef into slices and arrange on
warmed serving plates with a dollop of creamed horseradish. Add the roasted onions, carrots and potatoes.
Hand round the gravy separately.

page 34

Irish FARMERS GUIDE

Wild Eyes – The
story of a sheep

W

ell a big hello there to
all you readers of the
Irish Farmers’ Guide.
My name is Wild Eyes, I’m a
mountain blackface horned ewe
of the Mayo/Connemara type and
although you could say ‘ I’m in
my twilight years’.
Most females are reluctant
to tell their age but here’s a little
hint; I’ve reared 13 crops of lambs
and never missed a year.
I was put to the ram for the
first time as a hogget and I appeared on Ear to the Ground as
a ewe lamb with my mother on a
programme which profiled a number of farmers from a mountain
range somewhere in the northwest
of Ireland.
In sheep terminology I’d be
known as an aged ewe, and by
all accounts I should have been
culled from the flock ages ago.
A number of factors have influenced my owner who I refer to
as ‘The Master’ to keep me in
my natural environment. Indeed,
I overheard the Master say he’ll
“not part with Wild Eyes, she’s a
lucky ould thing”.
So where do I start, let’s begin
at the beginning.
I was born a triplet, two
brothers and myself on the 31st
of March (the Master’s wedding
anniversary) on one of the worst
days in living memory - driving
sleet and an easterly wind that
would cut you in two. It certainly
was one of the Bo Riabhaí days.
I was the runt of the litter and
struggled to compete with my
brothers for mother to nurse me.

The Master decided to take me indoors and he was so kind to me,
warmed me up, fed me with colostrum and tried to give me the best
start possible to life.
Even though The Master was
doing everything possible I really
missed Mother and my two new
brothers. You see us animals can
communicate with each other in
the same way as humans can and
even before I was born I knew
Mother’s voice and the distinct
scent of my brothers.
The Master must have been
aware of this and he brought
Mother and the boys into the front
lawn of his dwelling house and
took me out four times a day to
suckle and interact, returning me
to the warm box in between to
give me every chance at survival.
After a few weeks The Master returned me to Mother and my family and I’ve never looked back.
All things considered I’ve been
extremely lucky, blessed with
good health - I still have my own
teeth - and by God have I produced some beauties.
Although never a show sheep
myself I’ve bred champions. My
proudest days include an overall
best in show for my pair of ewe
lambs at the Bonniconlon Show in
2015 and second prize for my ram
lamb at the Mayo Blackface Show
and Sale in 2016.
Each year I keep healthy and
fit, taking all medicines and shots
that the Master gives me but I attribute a lot of the longevity to all
those herbs and grasses found in
abundance on the hill pastures that

I graze throughout the year.
There’s nothing sweeter than
that first feed of the coconut scented yellow flower of the whin bush
in February, a belly full of ivy
after lambing cleanses the body,
the first green shoots of purple
moor grass in late April brings a
flush of rich milk for the lambs.
I’d travel to the shores of Loch
Cruacháin Bhán for beautiful watercress, and my all-time favourite
food is mature heather seeds that
ripen during the season and taste
so great in winter, sustaining me
through the back end of the year
and preparing me for the springtime.
I thought I’d take a year out
from motherhood last autumn to
further my career as a creative
writer and all was going to plan
until I clapped my eyes on the
Master’s most recent purchase, a
five-year-old full horned mountain blackface purchased at the
ram fair in Leenane, Co Galway
on the 20th October 2018.
Can I say he took my breath
away, he had me at hello and I’ve
great news for you all, I gave birth
to twin girls from the aforementioned on the 1st of May. As I always return to the Master’s lawn
to give birth. I’m including a photo of my new babies to share with
all of you.
I also wish to share one of
my poems with you, it’s called
The Shepherd’s Lament and the
inspiration for this one is partly
my own story, with some poetic
licence.

THE SHEPHERDS LAMENT
1
A Shepherd I’ve been all the days of my life
I’ve a nice little cottage, six kids and a wife
They all give a hand in the spring of the year
For to see new-born lambs sure t’would fill you with cheer.
2
Well history was made now just two years ago
One morning while searching for lambs in the snow
Up the side of the hill was a beautiful sight
A ewe with her triplets, I jumped with delight.
3
Now to check on their gender to you I now tell
This proud little sheep had two boys and a girl
So I took off the small one and made her a pet
But it twas a decision I’d live to regret
4
Well I bought Golden Frisky at twelve pounds a bag
She drank three or four till her belly did sag
For pencils and crunch she soon formed the taste
She’d empty the panny, not a morsel would waste.
5
The children she’d follow as they walked to school
And find her way home she was nobody’s fool
To the garden of cabbage, she often would stray
And the wife’s lovely flower beds she’d visit each day
6
Well I fenced round the house and I built a stone wall
It impressed all the neighbours when they came to call
I hung lovely gates to keep the devil out
And I left the dog loose for to chase and to shout
7
But this cute little Ovine had only begun
For she’d steal in at night time and have loads of fun
She pruned back the roses and Dalias she ate
And be gone before daylight through the bars of the gate
8
To Coolaney I brought her in hopes that I’d sell
In the ring she paraded and looked mighty well
O the bidding was swift and the hammer did fall
But going back to the pens she jumped clean over the wall
9
Well she flew down the the main street and out of the town
I had egg on my face and I felt like a clown
And on my way home in me ould Transit van
I spotted her courting a big mountain ram
10
Well I went home without her and hoped she might stay
With her new found companion she met there that day
But the very next morning she was on the back street
When I opened the door sure she gave a loud bleat.
11
Well I said that I’d give her one very last chance
And the wife went and ordered more flowers and plants
In the spring of the year the new buds the did peep
But what was outside the gate but that feckin ould sheep
12
Well she forced her head through like oft times in the past
But her belly got stuck and she started to gasp
The results of her courting had left her this way
So she pulled back her head and just sauntered away
13
Now the garden did bloom for the following weeks
I had great heads of cabbage, fine lettuce and leeks
But my worst nightmare yet I would soon realise
For in no time at all she’d return to her size
14
l looked out the window next morning at dawn
The ould thief she was landed again in the lawn
And her lovely new triplets were sporting with joy
She had just given birth to two girls and a boy.
15
We talked over breakfast and said we’d give in
For this lucky old sheep, she deserved for to win
So I took off the small one and made her a pet
Said I’d forgive that ould sheep and we’d try to forget
16
So come all you brave shepherd’s and take my advice
Before petting a lamb boys you better think twice
They’ll torment you and shame you, your patience they’ll try
But you’d not be without one, till the day that you die

THE WORDS WE USE

S

omething that has fascinated me for some
time now is the different
words and phraseology used
by farmers throughout the
country. While English may
be the predominant language,
there is little doubt that many
Irish words, some of them local to particular areas, are used
in the everyday vernacular.
Many of the variations in
these words may have developed due to accents and pronunciation but probably the
main reason for the massive
diversity in the words we use
was that in past times people
lived all their lives in the area
or community they were born
in. There was of course exceptions to this in relation to
seasonal migration, mainly of
men, to Britain but often here
the community they migrated
to was an extension of their
home community.
In the main though outside
influences were limited which
allowed the local dialects to
prosper. The advent of radio
and later television certainly
impacted on how we speak but
thankfully many of the words
and phraseologies of our past
still survive – especially in our
farming and rural communities.
Our phrases and words – a
small sample.

Wee:
When it comes to phrases
those of us from the west often
have a tendency to emphasise
the ‘een’. This is from the dimuntive in Irish ‘ín’; for example, a stóirín. This is usually
added onto the end of words
often to make it sound more
endearing or less harmful, so
we get a dropeen of tea or bitteen to eat. In Donegal and up
north everything is wee, as in
the wee fella or in the case of a
baby the wee wane. Of course
down south its boy - right boy
whatever you think boy.
Clodding:
When it comes to picking
stones or potatoes - better referred to as spuds in most areas
- in the west and I think in most
areas we use the term picking.
However in Inishowen you
don’t pick you gather, and in
southern Donegal another term
used was clodding stones.
Grape:
When I mention grape most
people will think of the fruit
but across the northwest and
in large parts of west and midlands a grape is a four pronged
fork, with the term graping in
silage often used. In contrast,
in the south and east farmers
refer to a fork as a sprong, or
in Kerry a pike. Sprong would
also be a term used in parts of
Galway and west Mayo.

Is is a grape, sprong, or a pike?
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Vincent Roddy

Is it gorse, furze or whin?

Shore:
On land drainage and specifically the stone gullies which
have been replaced by land
drainage pipes and chips over
the years, in parts of west
Roscommon and east Mayo
this was referred to as a shore,
but this seems to be very local
term. In relation to farmers
neighbours, across the west the
term mearning is widely used
in reference to who you share
a land boundary or fence with.
However, in Limerick and other southern counties the term
used is to bounds someone.
Whin:
Many farmers across the west
and northwest will know what
a whin bush is and I’m sure
some may even have taken
shelter behind one. However
in southern and eastern counties the term used is furze and
gorse.
Bulling:
Increasingly, and in particular
on our suckler farms, the stock
bull has replaced AI and the
need to detect cows on heat.
However, the term for a cow
on heat was also varied with
the one term used that the cow
is calling, but other terms used
is the cow is running or she is a
matching. In the south the term
is bulling.
Rearing turf:
In relation to turf or hay there
is a wide variation in sayings,
especially in relation to how
they are saved which seems
to be the most common term.
However, in Longford and
parts of Leitrim you don’t save
the turf, instead you rear the
turf. Meanwhile in Donegal
you win the turf, or when you
have it home, you have all the
turf won.
Link box:
Finally, in Donegal there is no

point in looking for a transport
box but you will find a link
box.
In this article I have outlined a small sample of some
of the words we use, and the
differences.
I would welcome corre-

spondence from readers of local words and phrases that you
are familiar with which we can
include in future editions of the
magazine.
Your thoughts and words
can be emailed to the irishfarmersguide@gmail.com and

just reference ‘The Words We
Use’ or you can write to us at
‘The Words we Use’ INHFA,
The Square, Tubbercurry, Co
Sligo.
Please include your contact
details.

AGRI

Are your
cows getting
enough water?
• Fitted with Fast-Flow Valve
• Flow rates of up to 95L/min

Find out more: www.jfcagri.com | 093 22958 | info@jfcagri.com
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INHFA – Working and delivering for farm
families and our rural communities
T
he need for an organisation like the INHFA to
represent farmers with
small holdings and those
on hill and high nature value farmland has never been
greater as difficult negotiations on a new CAP deal continue.
Indeed, it was the lack of
representation through the
last CAP on issues around a
fairer Basic Payment Scheme
and access to GLAS for commonage farmers on hill land
that led to the formation of
the INHFA in spring 2015.
There are 30,000 farmers
working hill, commonage
and high nature value farmland who deserve their voice
to be heard at the current
CAP negotiations. The INHFA has always represented
these farmers.
Since our formation the
INHFA has successfully delivered for its members on
many key issues as outlined
below. This record is something we continue to build on
through lobbying our public
representatives both in Ireland and in Brussels.
When required, the organisation has taken to the
streets and will, in all probability, do so again when the

need arises.
As a farming organisation
which has been officially recognised by the Minister for
Agriculture and Government
we get access to various
stakeholder groupings such
as ‘The Charter of Rights’,
‘SAC and SPA Monitoring
Committee’, the ‘CAP Consultative Forum’ and many
others. Through these forums and through meetings
with senior officials both in
Ireland and in Brussels we
get to influence and develop policy that benefits our
members.
As a representative organisation the INHFA has delivered:
• A cash windfall to a sizable number of farmers
through increased payments
on the ANC scheme which
saw many farmers receive an
increase of up to €600 in autumn of last year, with a further increase of up to €240
to come this year;
• Through lobbying at European level the INHFA succeeded in getting the Agriculture Committee of the European Parliament to adopt
as policy full convergence
(flattening) of payments in
the Basic Payment Scheme

for the next CAP programme;
• Through
engagement
with Bord Bia, Teagasc and
the Kepak Group, we successfully piloted a light lamb
market which pays a premium price on light lambs between 10kg and 15kg;
• Through our forestry
campaign we have helped to
bring about a radical re-think
on forestry, and in particular
the type of forestry;
• Through representation
with Government departments we have succeeded in
getting farm payments paid
out for farmers that were
previously held up.
Outlined below are a
number of issues the INHFA
is currently campaigning for:
• A better deal for our
farmers through the CAP programme. We see this being
achieved through the continuance of convergence model, the front-loading of payments for small holders, a
further increase in their ANC
payment, and an improved
agri-environmental scheme
paying up to €10,000;
• Delivering a simpler interpretation on land eligibility that will ensure farmers,
especially those on hills and
on extensive grazing sys-

tems, are not unfairly penalised;
• Looking to have bees
and bee hives recognised as
a single livestock unit and
recognising their habitats as
their forage area;
• A suckler cow scheme
paying up to €4,000 per
farmer;
• An increased payment for
farmers in the Sheep Welfare
Scheme;
• The ongoing development and enhancement of
the light lamb market;
• Full recognition of the
costs and restrictions imposed on farmers through INHFA officers attending last year’s AGM. This year’s AGM will
be held on June 6th in the Clayton Hotel, Sligo and will be
the Natura 2000 designaattended by Agriculture Minister Michael Creed
tions.
Why join the INHFA
You should join the INHFA to
add your voice to one that
has quickly become the authentic voice for farm families living and working in the
most challenging farming
environment in Europe.
You should join the INHFA because we are acutely
aware of the issues affecting
you and your family, with our
priority to help foster and
preserve a unique way of life
that future generations can
continue to appreciate.

INHFA Member Benefits
Save €50/year on electricity with Go-Power
The first membership deal is a saving and rebate on electricity. This deal is delivered in association with GO-Power who
are providing the cheapest electricity to Irish farmers. As an
INHFA member you will also receive an annual €50 discount
per meter. This discount will be provided in the form of credit
of your electricity bill.
Save €50/year on diesel/petrol with DCI Fuel Card
A second membership deal the INHFA is offering their
members is major savings on their travel costs through DCI
Fuel Card. This deal we estimate will deliver annual savings
of €50 a year based on average driving of 12,000 miles a year
for a vehicle doing 40/miles/gallon. For farmers with 4x4s the
savings we estimate will be considerably higher. See the advertorial below on DCI for how it works and how to sign–up.

IRISH

NATURA AND HILL FARMERS
ASSOCIATION

(INHFA)

IRISH NATURA & HILL FARMERS ASSOCIATION

DCI ARE IRELANDS LARGEST FUELCARD PROVIDER
Now, in partnership with the Irish Natura and Hill Farmers
Association, DCI can offer all members a preferential rate on
their fuel at over 1,400 pumps nationwide. (See eroute below)
Our unrivalled experience across 25 years allows us to
provide industry leading fuel management to Irish
businesses and individuals.
• https://www.erouteonline.com/v7/dci/ is our mapping solution
and provides easy locational information about any site
countrywide. Users will have access to most major brands
including Circle K, Texaco, Maxol, Top & Emo.
• All transactions are stored on your personal fuel management
account on our industry leading software Velocity.
See https://www.velocityfleet.com/en/ for more info.
For any companies it eliminates the need to keep receipts.

AFFILIATION FORM

RECEIPT NO.:

County:
Branch:
Name:
Address:
Date:
Mobile:

Email:

Email address is very important

Farming Enterprise:
Sheep

Cattle

Dairy

Other

Other, please specify:

Single Membership (€50)

New Membership

Family Membnership (€60)

Renewal

If paying family membership, please include details of additional member;

• Payment is by direct debit and we typically offer 7 days credit, i.e.,
use today, invoiced Monday, debit taken the following Monday.
• There is no signup fee, set up fee or minimum usage.
To sign up, simply call 091482940 or email
Rachel.gallagher@dcicard.ie and quote INHFA membership.

Name:

Mobile:

Sellers Name:
The Irish Natura and Hill Farmers Association is a company limited by guarantee,
not having a share capital.
Company Address: The Square, Tubbercurry, Co Sligo. Office: 0719302715
Email:info@inhfa.ie Company Number 560101

Printed by Office Pro 096-74900
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Photo Gallery

Marian Harkin still supporting our farmers

Who’s the boss photo taken by Francis John Cunningham Glencolmcille
A red sky at night is a farmers delight

Heading for the hills photo by Brendan Kelly, Drummin Westport

Day is done by Patricia Keane at Glassilaun
Beach, Connemara.

My girl Blathnaid

WIN
2-Nights luxury break
with breakfast each
morning & dinner on one
evening for two people at
Knockranny House Hotel

Westport Winter Offer
Available on selected dates October 2019 - February 2020

One night bed and breakfast for two guests
FREE access to Vitality Pool and thermal suites
€10 off spa treatments in Spa Salveo

(on treatments over €69)

To Book Call +353 98 28600
www.KnockrannyHouseHotel.ie

€59
From

for two Guests

Answer the following question;
Who is the president of the Irish Natura
and Hill Farmer Association?
To be in a chance with winning this
competition, please send your answer
along with your name, address, email
and contact telephone number to:
INHFA,
The Square,
Tubbercurry,
Co. Sligo

or email: inhfaoffice@gmail.com

terms & conditions apply

Honey Time by Patirica Keane,
Maam Co. Galway

If you would like to see your photo in
the next edition of the Irish Farmers
Guide, please send it to us by email on
irishfarmersguide@gmail.com
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OPINION

SERVICES

INDEPENDENT FARMING
COBALT
CONNEMARA LIVESTOCK SALES IRELAND 2014 LTD

by Shane McHugh

MAYO HEALTHCARE
Enhancing Animal Health

T/A CLIFDEN MART.
Galway Road, Clifden, Co Galway

12
guard
Cheviots leading the way on Malin Head farm
Cattle, Sheep and Connemara pony sales.

CATTLE SALES EVERY FRIDAY.

8 we
JAMES McGonagle is farming at years. Pedigree Cheviot rams are
ek
cove s
Knockamany in Malin Head. A flock purchased at the premier show and
r!
 Micro trace element bolus for growing lambs
with the lastcontact
ram
of 100 Cheviot ewes and 35 lowland sale in Stranorlar,
All enquiries
Padraic
ewes are run alongside his 12 sucker purchased 4 years ago having a
 Supplies cobalt - iodine - selenium for up to 8 weeks cover
email:
impactpadraicheanue@gmail.com
on the quality of the
cows. This is predominately an major
 Available with or without copper
upland grass farm located on the breeding ewe flock.
Contact Leo Forkan Tel: 085 8531527
 From as little as 26 cents per bolus
When selecting a ram James
famous
Knockamany
Bends
overlooking the picturesque Five looks at a few key characteristics.
Mayo Healthcare, Unit 18, Westport Industrial Park, Westport, Co. Mayo
“Good tight fleece, good shape and
Finger Stand.
The flock of Cheviot ewes are confirmation with a decent bone
www.mayohealthcare.ie
sales@mayohealthcare.ie
+353 (98) 25879/ 25622
 A selection of rams from the pen of
lambed down outdoors to Cheviot structure.”
Think Safety!
Sean
McHugh
heading
to
Stranorlar
sale
James also highlighted the
and Suffolk rams from the first week
Think AGS!
in Safety!
of April onwards. The lowland ewes improvement that has taken placeThink
Department Of Agriculture
consist of the traditional Suffolk the quality and confirmation of these
Think AGS!
Approved
Registered

James
McGonagle, and
Knockamany,
Malin
cross Cheviot, known as the Borris Wicklow Cheviot rams over the last
Head with a
selection
of his Cheviot ewe lambs.
W:
www.liamwalshconsultancy.ie
ewe and also Texel cross ewes are number of years. He highlighted the
retained from this Borris type ewe. ability of these lambs to finish into
Email: liamwalshagri@gmail.com
These lowland ewes are lambed in satisfactory grades and fat scores but
GLAS
also commanding maximum carcass
January and February, indoors.
We specialise
in the following
We specialise
in the services:
following services:
weights
in
the
factory.
The
flock
is
being
expanded
over
•
Industrial
Tube & Fit Design
Scaffold
•
Cuplock Scaffold •
•
Industrial
Tube &
Fit Design Scaffold
Cuplock Scaffold
BASIC FARM PAYMENT
•
Hire ofof
Shuttering
Pans
•
Decking Show and Sale of
The Premier
the last number
years
and will
•
Hire
of Shuttering
Pans
•
Decking
•
Structural Steel Netting
•
Shrink Wrapping
Cheviot
Rams
continue to• do
with
the retention Pedigree• Wicklow
ENTITLEMENTS
•so
Structural
•
Shrink
Wrapping
Hire
of Acro
Props Steel Netting
Total Encapsulation
•
Edge
•
Rubbish
will take
place chutes
on Thursday
13
of 67 quality
Cheviot
and
Cheviot• protection
Hire of
Acro
Props
•
Total Encapsulation
DISADVANTAGED SCHEME (ANC)
Edge
protection
• have
Rubbish
We •also
provide
labour
erect scaffold
if you
own •
in Stranorlar
Mart
withyour
thechutes
cross ewe•lambs
this
year.
These
are toOctober
atscaffold
5.30pm
and
the sale
at ifyour
planned
to be mated
autumn
and toshow
• Wethis
also
provide
labour
to erect
scaffold
you own
have your own •
NATIONAL
RESERVE, YOUNG FARMER SCHEME
We
also
provide
labour
erect
if
you
have
lambed
next spring.
The 7.30pm.
Fordown
all your
scaffolding
needs call Anthony on :
087
In addition to top class rams there
growth rate of these lambs is quite
COMMONAGES
your
scaffolding
callewe
Anthony
9113669
your
free
quotation.
alsoneeds
be
pedigree
lambs and on
impressive, For
as theall
majority
were
notforwill
‘Well View’			Peacockes		17 Emmet St
hogget
ewesfree
for sale
on the night.
born until April of 087
this year.
9113669 for
your
quotation
However it is the flock of This is an opportunity for existing
Killala Road			Maam Cross		Birr
and new
flocks to purchase
some of
Cheviot ewes thatNew
James
has Park,
Business
Crossmolina,
Co. Mayo.
Ballina, Co Mayo			
Co Galway		
Co Offaly
concentrated
greatly
on
in the top Cheviot bloodlines available.
Tel. No: 096 30330 Mob. No:087 9113669 Fax No: 096 30331
096 72791			
086 2622547		
057 9125410
(James
Strain
is
on
leave)
improving over the last E:number
of
info@agscaffolding.com W: www.agscaffolding.com

Tel: 095 21861/ 087 2485422

A G S
A G S
G
G
SCAFFOLDING
SERVICES
SCAFFOLDING
SERVICES
SS

For all your scaffolding needs call Anthony on :
9113669 for your free quotation.

087

			

New Business Park, Crossmolina, Co. Mayo.

Tel. No: 096 30330 Mob. No:087 9113669 Fax No: 096 30331

ADVERTORIAL

E: info@agscaffolding.com W: www.agscaffolding.com

Free consultation and Carbon Navigator
Kilcoyne
& Barnes
Completion
before end
of October.
ACCORDING
TO
local areas such as grass land
Agricultural consultant, Henry management.
The length of the grazing
O Donnell the Department of
season and your include:
calving rate all
Agriculture has announced that Services
the result testing
of the
farmers who are in the Beef •affect
Ram fertility
Data and genomics programme navigator.
•Changing
Parasite
testing
farming
practices
(BDGP) have until the end of
as extending
grazing
this month to get their carbon such
• Flock
healththeplans
Navigator completed by an season and increasing your
calving rate will
approved
advisor. Road, Tubbercurry,
Mountain
Co.decrease
Sligo.your
The Carbon Navigator carbon footprint as well as
Email:the
kilcoynevets@gmail.com
quantifies
environmental increasing the profitability of
gains that can be made on your the farm
Follow
us on Facebook
As an introductory offer Mr
farm by setting targets in key

O Donnell will give you a free
consultation to discuss your
current farming system and
your future plans for the farm as
well as completing the Carbon
Navigator which is paid for by
the Department of Agriculture.
He also can discuss all the other
schemes available to farmers to
maximise
their
income.
Evening appointments are also
available. He can be contacted
on 07493 63080 or 086
2670742.

Henry O’Donnell B.Agr.Sc

Agricultural Consultancy Services









GLAS Plans
Commonage Management Plans
Single Payment Applications
ANC Scheme applications
Discussion group facilitation
Soil Sampling
Carbon Navigator Calculation
TAMS Applications

Frank Bonner Tractors are pleased to announce that we are now

AGENTS FOR

0% ﬁnance on Honda ATV’s
with McHale Agri Forest & Garden

1104 PERKINS

0%

Tier IIIB Engine
16 F, Reverse, Manual Shuttle
ZF Transmission & Back End
Dromone Pick Up Hitch
Passenger Seat
Radial Tyres
*
Comes in various horsepowers,
2 & 4WD

Finance

FINANCE AVAILABLE
2 YEAR WARRANTY
For more details or to arrange
a test drive anytime
Call Frank on : 087 414 4087

Features of the 500cc range:
• Switchable 2wd/4wd
• Manual or automatic gearboxes
• Power steering
• Independent Rear Suspension

REMEMBER

!

GLAS III
opens
OCT 2016
CONT
ACT US
FOR DETAILS

DRUMFRIES, CLONMANY, CO. DONEGAL
T: 074 93 63080 M: 086 267 0742 E: henryod@eircom.net | www.hodac.ie

Also agents for
McHale
Agri
New
Model 8195
nowForest
available &

Garden

Sir Ernst Chain Road, Castlebar, Co. Mayo.
Tel: 094 9027896 Email: tom@mchaleagri.ie
www.mchaleagri.ie

FRANK BONNER TRACTORS
The Reelin, Cloghan, Co Donegal
Tel: 074 91 33985 - Mobile: 087 414 4067

*Terms and conditions apply, see
hondaireland.ie for more details
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Join the Bord Bia Sustainable Beef
& Lamb Quality Assurance Scheme
and help secure our best markets.
Securing access to the EU’s top retail groups, along with major foodservice
and manufacturing companies is critical to the future prospects of our beef
and lamb sectors.
In general, our highest paying customers will only buy beef and lamb
coming from Quality Assured farms. That means if your farm isn’t a member
of the Bord Bia Sustainable Beef and Lamb Assurance Scheme (SBLAS),
you could be losing out.
The Bord Bia Quality Mark is our assurance to customers that the beef
and lamb they buy meet the highest standards with regard to safe,
sustainable food production, complete traceability and animal welfare.

Your food is our passion
bordbia.ie
Scan here for more information on the
Bord Bia Quality Mark.

On the home market,
Bord Bia’s promotional
program for lamb
focuses on Quality
Assurance. 98% of
the lamb sold by Irish
retailers carries the Bord
Bia Quality Mark.

Our beef is now sold in
more than 80 supermarket
chains across EU markets,
a higher number than
beef of any other origin.

